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Parish Church of  

ST PETER : ARKLEY  
 

Chipping Barnet Team Ministry  
St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet; St Peter, Arkley 

St Stephen, Bells Hill; St Mark, Barnet Vale 
 

113 Barnet Road EN5 3JF  ::  www.stpetersarkley.com  ::              @stpetersarkley.com 
 

ST PETERôS CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

TEAM VICAR ~ Vacant 
 

CHURCHWARDENS ~ Rosemary Watkins 020 8440 6118 (also Safeguarding Officer) 

Vacant 

SECRETARY to District Church Council ~ Nick Dean  07415 026682  

TREASURER ~ Vacant                                       

ORGANIST ~ Gillian del Bravo  020 8440 8650    

Church Hall bookings ~ Iris Auburn  020 8449 0980  
 

OTHER TEAM MINISTRY CONTACTS  
 

TEAM RECTOR (St Markõs & St Stephenõs) & ASSISTANT AREA DEAN  

Revd Tristan Chapman  020 8440 7490 ~ fr.tristan@googlemail.com  

TEAM VICAR (St John the Baptist) 

Revd Sam Rossiter ~ 020 8449 3894 ~ 07708 378459 ~ frspeters@gmail.com 
READER ~ Linda Sanders  01707 653963  

LAY LEADERS OF WORSHIP ~ Laurie Little  020 8441 1193 ~ Geoff Nicholson  07840 727922  

Parish Safeguarding Representative ~ Cosima Rodriquez-Broadbent 

safeguarding@chippingbarnetparish.co.uk ~ 07538 766555    
 

PARISH OFFICE ~ Church House, Wood Street, Barnet EN5 4BW   

 Tony Long ~ Olga Kaufman (Administrators) 

020 8447 0350 ~ parishoffice@barnetparishchurch.org.uk     
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arkleyccnews@gmail.com  ~ online in colour @ stpetersarkley.com  
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                          Literary section: pages 16-17 

W 
gv4z Ka z8!zga 

~ǃШũŸƻĲШŔƚШũŔťĲШċШĦċĤĤċŊĲ 
?ŔƻŔĬĲĬШŔŰƣŸШƣƽŸЯ 
ÑőĲШũĲċƻĲƚШfШŊŔƻĲШƣŸШŸƣőĲƖƚ 
7ƨƣШƣőĲШőĲċƖƣШfШŊŔƻĲШƣŸШǃŸƨЮ 
 

9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШƖőǃůĲШŉŸƖ 
ÉƣШé xE Ñf EШыΝΠШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃьШ 

Already now the Snowdrop dares appear, 

The first pale blossom of the unripened year: 

As Floraõs breath, by some transforming 

power, 

Has changed an icicle into a flower: 

Its name and hue the scentless plant retains 

And Winter lingers in its icy veins. 
 

ANNA LAETITIA BARBAULS (1743-1825) 

March yeans the lammie/And buds the thorn,  

And blows through the flint/Of an oxõs thorn. 
 

NORTHUMBERLAND RHYME  

Kindle the Christmas brand, and 
then 

Till sunset let it burn;  
Which quench'd, then lay it up 

again 
Till Christmas next return.  

 

Part must be kept wherewith to 
tend 

The Christmas log next year, 
And where 'tis safely kept, the 

fiend 

Can do no mischief there.  
 

ROBERT HERRICK (1591-1674) 
The Ceremonies for Candlemas Day 

(2 February) 

T  hen was Jesus led up of the spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And 

when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
he was afterward an hungred. And when the 
tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son 
of God, command that these stones be made 
bread. But he answered é It is written, man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that       
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
 

St Matthew 4:1-4 

The March Hare 
Said óI really do not care 
To take tea or have a natter 
With the Dormouse 
and the Mad Hatter.ô  
 

Alician Clerihew 
AC&CN, March 2018 
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C 
hurchwardenõs Chat :: Rosemary Watkins  
 

Here we have the second article I have written as Churchwarden of 

St Peterõs, Arkley. It covers a period of happiness and sadness at the 

church, celebrating Christmas and saying goodbye to Cindy. 
 

Our celebration of Christmas started with the traditional service of nine lessons 

and carols. As is the custom at St Peterõs, we had a choir made up of those singers 

from the other churches who are prepared to give up their time to practice and 

then to sing at the evening service. Everyone was in fine voice and the nibbles and 

wine after the service went down a treat. The special services continued with 

ôWelcome to Christmasõ, where the animals and people who are part of the          

Biblical description of the birth of Jesus were brought up to the display area in 

front of the pulpit. We all sang carols and the service was a fun way to remind us 

all what Christmas is really about. 
 

Next we had the sad event, the end of Cindyõs time with us. On the last Sunday 

that Cindy led the worship, the Mayor of Barnet read the Old Testament lesson in 

Hebrew and the Deputy Lieutenant of the Borough, Martin Russell, read the New 

Testament lesson. Dame Theresa Villiers and Pam Rhodes (Songs of Praise) took 

the bread and wine up to the altar. 
 

Following the service we had a lunch together and that turned into quite a large 

affair! Originally planned for 40 people, over 50 turned up and, thanks to the       

generosity of those who cooked the food, we did not run out of the main courses 

or desserts. Many of us were reminded of the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 

where everyone was fed. After the food, we gave Cindy the gifts we had bought 

for her, wrapped in her favourite pink paper. We wish her a safe retirementñshe 

has earned it.  A  

 

PATTERN OF SERVICES AT ST PETERôS 
(see page 31 for schedule for February and early March) 

 

The Revd Cindy Kentôs two year appointment as our Vicar ended on 17 January 
and St Peterôs is now in an interregnum. We understand that the Diocese of           
St Albans anticipates advertising the vacant post shortly. For the time being, we 
expect our usual pattern of Sunday services to be as follows, subject to possible 
seasonal or other variations: 
 

(all start at 10.30am unless stated otherwise) 
1st Sunday of the month: Family Communion 

2nd-4th Sundays: Parish Eucharist (Holy Communion) 
5th Sunday: Said Matins (Morning Prayer) 

 

We regret there will be no weekly service on Tuesday morning, but we are aiming to       

hold a monthly midweek Communion service using the Book of Common Prayer.   
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FAREWELL TO revd CINDY KENT MBE 
 

FINAL SUNDAY SERVICE And Lunch at ST PETERõS ON 11 JANUry 

Cindy with (above) Martin Russell, Deputy 

Lieutenant for Barnet and Sharon Butler,         

Churchwarden 2019-25; (left) Revd Tristan 

Chapman, Rector of Chipping Barnet 
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In December 2015 we published our first óWord of the Yearô feature. The word was          
binge-watch. This inspired, in February 2016, a regular óOur Word of the Monthô series       
(now simply óOur Wordô because we publish less frequently). Our first choice, reflecting the 
time of year, was Quinquagesima, the Sunday before Lent. We published a revision of that 
first article in February 2021 and now, with some additional material, do so again. 
 

Please contact us to suggest words for future consideration: arkleyccnews@gmail.com. 
There are no firm guidelines, but most entries are either new (or supposedly so), topical or 
seasonal. For example, with a referendum looming after only a few months, we were         
addressing the lexicography of Brexit (Our Word 4, 5/16); and, five years ago, to accompany 
the revision of óQuinquagesimaô, our word of the month was exponentially (Our Word 44), an 
adverb we were hearing quite often in connection with the Covid-19 pandemic: ñArticles on 
coronavirus grow exponentiallyðthe numbers doubling, like the virus itself, about every four 
days.ò (Tom Whipple, Times Magazine, 5 December 2020). Most recently, our ówordô of 2025 
(as nominated by Collinsô Dictionary) was vibe coding, a term that journalist Ann Treneman 
continues to find ñridiculousò (The Times, 27 December), but which describes a potentially 
important development in the use of artificial intelligence (AC&CN 12/25).      
 

K atherine Barber (1959-2021), the leading authority on Canadian English (see       
Our Word 56, 2/23), regarded the words in her dictionaries as ñlike her childrenò 

and thought ñshe should love them all equallyò. However, she ñadmitted to a        
fondness for Quinquagesima, the Sunday immediately preceding Lentò (Times     
obituary, 22 May 2021). Known also as Shrove Sunday, Quinquagesima is fifty days 
(strictly speaking, 49) before Easter. In Latin quinquagesima is the feminine form of             
quinquagesimus, meaning ófiftiethô (ódayô being a feminine noun). Determined by the 
date of Easter, Quinquagesima can fall between 1 February and 7 March. In 2026 it 
is 15 February; in 2016 it was 7 February, the day that the Revd Tristan Chapman, 
now Rector of Chipping Barnet, took his final service as Vicar of Arkley. 
 

The previous Sunday is Sexagesima (meaning sixtieth); the one before that,        
Septuagesima (seventieth), when the long pre-Lenten season of Shrovetide      
used to begin (see page 7); and the first Sunday in Lent, Quadragesima (fortieth), 
from which comes car°me, the French word for Lent. Again, round terms apply to 
these names. In his poem, Septuagesima (1954), Sir John Betjeman wrote: ñThe 
GesimasðSeptua, Sexa, Quinc/Means Lent is near which makes you think.ò  
 

Another name for Quinquagesima was Pork Sunday because, in medieval times, it 
was when meat was used up before Lenten fasting. In similar vein, the following day 
was Pork Monday or Collop Monday, when collops (slices) of meat were consumed, 
but it was known also as Shrove or Hall Monday (from óhallowô, meaning óholyô or 
ófestivalô: Our Word 8, 11/16). In several Nordic countries, notably Denmark,       
Quinquagesima is a day of carnival (known as Fastelavn from an Old Danish word 
meaning ôfast eveningô) and Shrovetide buns.  
 

P S Our ówordô for this issue is the High North, the loose term applied to        
countries around the Arctic. Part of academic discourse for the past 40 years or 

so, it has recently been used quite often in relation to the crisis over Greenland      
(for example, by the Prime Minister at a press conference on 19 January). óHigh 
Northô emerged in the 1980s as an English equivalent to the Norwegian                
nordomr¬dene (ónorthern areasô) (Odd Gunnar Skagestad, 2010).  A    

OUR WORD: 10th anniversary 

Quinquagesima  ::  High North OUR WORD 71 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT     

Pancakes  
 

Pancakes are exactly what the word suggests, although, since the last century, they have often 
been known by the French crêpes (from the Latin crispus and Old French crespe meaning 
ôcurledõ). The acclaimed historian of English cookery Dororthy Hartley (1893-1985) wrote that 
 

Abroad pancakes are usually open and piled up together. In England our pancakes are symbols of 
our insular detachment, for each is rolled up by itself, aloof with its own small slice of lemon.  

 

The association with Shrove Tuesday, on 17 February this year, is so deeply embedded that the 
day is often known simply as ôPancake Dayõ. The following day, Ash Wednesday, is the start of 
Lent, which lasts until Easter (5 April) and recalls the forty days that Jesus spent in the            
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-10) prior to his triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday         
(29 March). Shrove Tuesday is the last day of Shrovetide, which, beginning on the third Sunday 
before Lent (or Septuagesima: see page 6), used to be an extended period of revelry, often with 
great fairs of the kind that opens Igor Stravinksyõs ballet Petrushka (1911). It was also a day of 

penitence and absolution (ôshriveõ means both ôconfessõ and ôabsolveõ) 
and one on which food such as meat, eggs, butter and milk was used 
up. This involved much feasting, including consumption of pancakes, 
which, with the addition of flour, were a practical way of  ensuring that 
some of these items were not wasted. ôPancakeõ or ôfritterõ bells, which 
probably originated as means of summoning people to confession 
(Old Parish Life, ed Justin Lovill, 2022), were often rung to signify that 
pancakes were ready to eat: òby the skill of the cookes it is             
transformed into the forme of a flap-jack, which in our translation is 

callõd a Pancake, which ominous incantation the ignorant people do devoure very                  
greedilyó (John Taylor, Jack a Lent, 1620). In many places, pancake races were held.                  
The surviving one in Olney, Bucks (page 8) was first run in 1445. 
 

The French mardi gras (ôFat Tuesdayõ) had similar connotations to Shrove Tuesday and has     
given its name to carnivals in many parts of the world. In Brittany, buckwheat pancakes were 
known as galettes. This term is used more widely in France, but crêpe is generally (and more 
properly) applied to thinner pancakes made with wheaten flour.   
 

English recipes for pancakes were quite common in cookery books in the 17th and 18th                    

centuries, although it was in the 19th that lemon and sugar became popular accompaniments: 
 

The batter may be flavoured with a little grated lemon-rind, or the        
pancakes may have a preserve rolled in them instead of sugar. 
Send sifted sugar and a cut lemon to the table with them.           
(Mrs Beetonôs All About Cookery, 1871) 

 

The filling can of course be pretty much what you wantñsweet or    
savoury. A favourite we have recommended in the past is a French 
one involving the addition of crème de menthe to the batter and, 
when cooked, grated dark chocolate. Instead of chocolate, you 
could try, as we did, Biscoff spread (or similar), with a sprinkling of 
the crumbled biscuit. Over to you é  A     
 

Tipperty, tipperty tin,  
Give me a pancake 
and I will come in. 

Tipperty, tipperty toe, 
Give me a pancake 

and I will go. 
 

West Country rhyme 
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~ WITH CHEERFUL VOICE 35 ~  
 

AMAZING GRACE  

#ÏÍÍÏÎ 0ÒÁÉÓÅ αεγȠ (ÙÍÎÓ /ÌÄ Ǫ .Å× ΰγȠ (ÙÍÎÓ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ Ǫ -ÏÄÅÒÎ ɉΰήίαɊ γζε 
 

/Î Ϋ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÆÏÌË-ÐÏÐ ÓÉÎÇÅÒ *ÕÄÙ #ÏÌÌÉÎÓȟ ×ÈÏȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΫγΰΪÓȟ ×ÁÓ 
Á ÍÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÂÏÔÈ "ÏÂ $ÙÌÁÎ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÏÎÁÒÄ #ÏÈÅÎȟ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÏÎ #ÈÁÐÅÌ ÉÎ 
)ÓÌÉÎÇÔÏÎȢ (ÅÒ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ΫβÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÈÙÍÎ !ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÃÅȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÉÎ ΫγαΪȢ ! ÂÅÓÔ-ÓÅÌÌÅÒ ÏÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ 
#ÏÌÌÉÎÓȭ ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÈÉÔ ɉ0ÅÔÅÒ 'ÁÍÍÏÎÄȟ ΫγγΫɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÙÍÎ ÈÁÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÓÏÎÇÓȢ ɉ)Î Ϋγαάȟ ×ÈÅÎ ȬÇÌÁÍ ÒÏÃËȭ ×ÁÓ 
ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÐÅÁËȟ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÙÁÌ 3ÃÏÔÓ $ÒÁÇÏÏÎ 'ÕÁÒÄÓ ÔÏÐÐÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ 5+ ÓÁÌÅÓ ÃÈÁÒÔ ÆÏÒ ǢÖÅ ×ÅÅËÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ-ÓÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÅÁÒȢɊ  
 

!ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ Ϋααά ÂÙ ÁÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÃÌÅÒÇÙÍÁÎȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖÄ *ÏÈÎ     
.Å×ÔÏÎ ɉΫαάί-ΫβΪαɊȢ (Å ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÓÌÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒȟ ÂÕÔȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ         
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ×ÁÓ ÏÒÄÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÉÎ Ϋαΰή ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
ÓÌÁÖÅÒÙȢ &ÏÒ Ϋΰ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ .Å×ÔÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÕÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒ Ǫ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌ ÉÎ /ÌÎÅÙȟ "ÕÃËÓ 
ɉÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÐÁÎÃÁËÅ ÒÁÃÅ ÏÎ 3ÈÒÏÖÅ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȡ ÓÅÅ ÐÁÇÅ εɊȢ 
7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÈÉÓ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÄÒÁ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏÅÔ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ #Ï×ÐÅÒ ɉΫαέΫ-ΫβΪΪɊȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÁÂÏÌÉÔÉÏÎÉÓÔȟ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ 
×ÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ Ϋααγ ÁÓ /ÌÎÅÙ (ÙÍÎÓȢ !ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅȠ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÉÓ 'ÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÐÏËÅÎȢ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÓÉÎÇÕÌÁÒȟ !ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÂÅÅÎ            
ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄ ÁÓ .Å×ÔÏÎȭÓ ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÓÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ           
ÂÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖÄ *ÏÎÁÔÈÁÎ !ÉÔËÅÎȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ        
ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ɉ*ÏÈÎ .Å×ÔÏÎȡ &ÒÏÍ $ÉÓÇÒÁÃÅ ÔÏ !ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÃÅȟ άΪΫέɊȢ !Ó ÉÔ       
ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄȟ .Å×ÔÏÎ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÙÅÁÒ ɉΫβΪαɊ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÕÔÌÁ×ÅÄ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ %ÍÐÉÒÅ ɉÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÌÁÖÅÒÙ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÂÏÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ΫβέέɊȢ 
 

4ÈÅ ÈÙÍÎ ÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÕÎÇ ÔÏ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÕÎÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÔÏÄÁÙ ÉÓ .Å×        
"ÒÉÔÁÉÎȟ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÐÐÁÌÁÃÈÉÁÎ ÍÅÌÏÄÙȟ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÏÆ 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ ÏÒÉÇÉÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ 
ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÉÎ Ϋβέίȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÙ ÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 7ÁÌËÅÒ ɉΫβΪγ-αίɊȢ 
)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÉÔÓ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÐÏÓÔ-ÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÔÈÁÔ !ÍÁÚÉÎÇ 
'ÒÁÃÅ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ËÎÏ×Îȟ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÕÎÇȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÂÙ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÓÌÁÖÅÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
#ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ΫβΰΪÓȟ ÉÎǨÕÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÂÙ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÓÉÎÇÅÒ -ÁÈÁÌÉÁ *ÁÃËÓÏÎ ÉÎ Ϋγήαȟ 
ÁÎÄȟ ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÁÓ Á ÃÉÖÉÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÔÈÅÍȟ ÂÙ ÆÏÌË ÓÉÎÇÅÒ !ÒÌÏ 
'ÕÔÈÒÉÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÏÄÓÔÏÃË ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÉÎ Ϋγΰγ ɉ4ÈÅ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔ αΰȟ !#Ǫ#. εȾίηɊȢ  A    
 

ɏÖÅÒÓÅÓ ί Ǫ ΰ ÏÆ δ ÉÎ /ÌÎÅÙ (ÙÍÎÓɐ 
 

!ÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÃÅȦ ÈÏ× Ó×ÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÎÄȟȾ4ÈÁÔ ÓÁÖÅÄ Á ×ÒÅÔÃÈȠ ÌÉËÅ ÍÅȦ 
) ÏÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÓÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏ× ÁÍ ÆÏÕÎÄȟȾ7ÁÓ ÂÌÉÎÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏ× ) ÓÅÅȢ 

 

ȭ4×ÁÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÆÅÁÒȟȾ!ÎÄ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÍÙ ÆÅÁÒÓ ÒÅÌÉÅÖÅÄȠ 
(Ï× ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒȾ4ÈÅ ÈÏÕÒ ) ǢÒÓÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄȦ  
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ARKLEY  

IN SNOW  
 

Left: From St Peterõs Vicarage towards 

the Glebe land, 2 January 2026  (C Kent)  
 

Above: Barnet Road and the War 

Memorial, December 2017  (M Stevens) 
 

Below: West Door and Vicarage, 

January 2021  (S Wheeler) 

"/% 5)& '03&$"45 R 
 

February fill dyke, be it black or be it white [ie rain or snow]; 
But if it be white, itõs better to like. 

 

To St Valentine [14 February] the spring is a neighbour  [FRENCH PROVERB] 
 

Crocuses were dedicated to St Valentine because this was the day on which traditionally they came into flower. 
The heart gradually displaced the crocus as the romantic Valentineôs symbol during the 19th century. 

 

Isõt on St Maryõs [25 March] bright and clear 
Fertile is said to be the year. 

 

Richard Inwards (1893) Weather Lore 
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THE GATE public house has new signage (left), 

which is more striking than before (below left). 

However, the symbolic gate itself no longer bears 

the words òTHIS GATE HANGS HIGHñAND 

HINDERS NONEñREFRESH AND PAYñAND 

TRAVEL ONó. Formerly known as the Bell, there 

has been an inn at Barnet Gate since at least the 

early 18th century, although it may well date from 

the mid 17th, around the time in fact that the 

Physic Well turned Barnet briefly into a            

fashionable spa town. It was mentioned in a War 

Office survey in 1756, and a drawing of 1807 

showed the gate that kept livestock on Barnet 

Common, which then stretched eastwards to the 

town itself (Richard Selby, Barnetõs Pubs: Another 

Round, 2008). The story goes that, after the gate 

was removed, a small replica was erected above 

the ôBellõ sign. It can be seen in most early             

photographs of the inn, although not in one of the 

oldest, showing extravagant decorations for the  

Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897.    

  

 

2021 

The Old Bell (now the Gate) in the early 20 th century  (Barnet Museum Archive) 
 

The wording on the sign below the gate is ôOld BellñBarnet Gateõ. This photograph was 

taken when J Palmer was landlord (from 1908). Many years later his daughter Dorothy 

recalled serving Dr Crippen, who was hanged in 1910 for murdering his wife, and his      

mistress Ethel Le Neve (Hertfordshire Countryside, vol 11 no 44, Spring 1957). 

ARKLEY  

IN VIEW  
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Barnet Christmas Fayre, 7 December (in the rain as usual)  (Photos: Alan Last) 

FOOTBALLER Marvin Hinton , who played in the Southern League for Barnet for 

two seasons in 1976-8, died on 2 December, aged 85. Nicknamed òSuave Marvó, 

he appeared 344 times for Chelsea, which he joined from Charlton Athletic in 

1963, but although he played for England Under 23s, he never won a senior         

international cap. As we approach the 60th anniversary on 30 July of Englandõs    

winning the World Cup (hopefully by then the first of two occasions), 

itõs worth recalling that Hinton was a member of manager (Sir) Alf 

Ramsayõs provisional squad, but failed to make the final cut (Times       

obituary, 3 January). Another Barnet player of the 1970s, overlapping 

with Hinton for a season, was Jimmy Greaves  (1940-2021), who 

had been part of the World Cup team at the group stage in 1966, but, after being 

injured against France, was replaced by (Sir) Geoff Hurst. Hurst went on to score a 

hat-trick against West Germany in the final, of which he is now the only English 

survivor. For 56 years, until Kylian Mbappé for France against Argentina in 2022, 

his hat-trick in a World Cup final had been unique. 
 

LIKE Greaves, Martin Chivers , who died on 7 January, aged 80, spent the best 

part of his career at Tottenham Hotspur. He too played for Barnet, on ten         

occasions in 1982-3, having notched up 175 appearances for Southampton, where 

he made his début in 1962, 278 for Spurs, and 24 for England towards the end of 

Ramsayõs tenure. His final international match was the World Cup qualifier which 

England drew with Poland in 1973, thus missing out on the finals in West Germany, 

the first time England had failed to qualify since first entering the competition in 

1950. (This was the occasion when Brian Clough, who had just resigned as manager 

of Derby County, famously assured TV viewers before the game that the heroic 

Polish goalkeeper was a òclownó.) More happily, Chivers was in the Spurs team 

that won the UEFA Cup in 1972. The final consisted of home and away legs and the 

playersõ partners had been looking forward to a trip to, say, Budapest or Turin. >>  
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WHATõS WATT?  5 
Socket it to us @ arkleyccnews@gmail.com  

 

How many Charismatics does it take to change a  light  bulb ?  
 

Only one because her or his hand will be in the air already.  

>> However, as Chivers recalled, Ferencváros and Juventus, the clubs from those 

cities, were knocked out by an English underdog: òTottenham had promised to pay 

for the ladies to travel to the final. I donõt think they were expecting a return train 

ticket to Wolverhamptonó (Times Diary, 10 January). 

Chivers later owned and managed the Brookmans Park 

Hotel and lived in Potters Bar.   
 

EASTER DAY is 5 April this year. We are delighted 

that the Revd Nick Wheeler  (right with wife Sue), 

who was our Vicar at St Peterõs from 2016-23, will be 

leading our 10.30am service.  A  

 

[An Australian man] took on [an] eating challenge involving two kilograms of steak. Two days 
later [he] had to be taken to hospital because they said heõd eaten so much that his stomach 
had stopped digesting food. When asked how common an injury this was, doctors replied     
medium rare. 

MARTIN CLUNES, Have I Got News For You (BBC1), 12 December 

 

MAL AC& CN PROP LXXXIV  
 

Moses went up to mount cyanide* to get the ten commandments 
 

Solomon, one of Davidôs sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines* 
 

When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta* 
 

Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption* 
 

 

Supposedly genuine answers by children to questions about the Bible, Facebook, 28 November 
 

* Mount Sinai, concubines, the Magnificat, conception 

 

LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE  
 

Among the tributes to the French actress Brigitte Bardot [1934-28 December 2025] é was a joke 
about her visiting the [former] USSR and [the Soviet leader Leonid] Brezhnev falling madly in 
love with her. òBrigitte!ó he cries. òBe mine!ó é Bardot looks at him and says òLeonid, open 
the borders.ó Brezhnev replies, òArenõt you clever! You want us to be left here alone?ó 
 

Times Diary, 30 December 
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HISTORY OF ST PETERõS, ARKLEY 
A supplementary note  

 

S T PETERõS is part of the Chipping Barnet Team Ministry. Its sister churches are St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet (separated from      

St Maryõs, East Barnet in 1866 and of which, until 1905, St Peterõs was a 
chapel -of-ease), St Stephenõs, Bells Hill (built as a mission church in 1896 

and, before the formation of the team, also an off -shoot of St John the       

Baptist) and St Markõs, Barnet Vale (1899), designed by the architect of 

Truro Cathedral, John Loughborough Pearson (1817 -97), but never        

completed to plan due to its òcostly styleó (Juliet Glass, June 2005). 
 

The History of St Peterõs in last yearõs Patronal issue (6/25)  alluded only 

briefly to the team ministry. We are grateful to our organist, Gillian del     
Bravo, for clarifying that, on 1 June 1983, St Peterõs, St John the Baptist 

and St Stephenõs became part of the Parish of Chipping Barnet with Arkley, 

but that St Markõs was not included in this. A constitution for the new 

team stated that each church had its own priest and pastoral area and that 

all three churches were designated as parish churches. This remained the 

case after a constitutional revision in the mid 1990s, but, on 11 January 
2004, this grouping was united with St Markõs to form a single benefice 

and parish (Glass, 2005) and a new team ministry was established:  
 

The cure of souls é shall be shared by the incumbent of the benefice whose 
office shall be that of ôRectorõ of the Team Ministry and three other ministers 
who shall have the title of ôvicarõ and the status equal to that of an incumbent 
of a benefice (2004 constitution).  

 

Constitutionally, this remains the position, although, since 2016, the Revd 

Tristan Chapman (Rector since 2021) has been vicar of both St Markõs and 

St Stephenõs. Before that, the Revd Mark Williams, from 2004-10, and then 

Fr Tristan, had been vicar of St Markõs and St Peterõs. Earlier still, the vicar 

of St Peterõs had also been chaplain at Barnet Hospital, a link to which we 
hope to return in a future issue. A 2003 draft of the measure               

bringing together the four churches referred to the ôHigh Barnet Team      

Ministryõ, but ôChipping Barnetõ was, in the event, preferred.   
 

Our History  noted recurring tensions in the Church of England between 

modern and traditional forms of worship. Over the years these have largely 

been overcome at St Peterõs by offering a mix of services. This was the case, 

for example, when new orders of service were introduced in the 1960s. 
However, not all churches have been so pragmatic. In 2009 a profile of St         

Stephenõs recalled action taken by the Rector of Barnet some years before: 
 

In the 1930s and 40s [St Stephenõs] attracted an eclectic congregation        
because of its high church ceremonial é Disaffected members of the           
congregation left and formed what was later to become Chesterfield Road 
United Reformed Church. This style, however, was ended one Sunday soon 
after the Second World War by a directive from the Rector, and the statues, 
vestments, candlesticks, tabernacle, thurible, etc were removed.  A  
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 Church Notices 52 
  
A special service for Animal Welfare Sunday ê Speaker: Rt Revd Lynne           
Cullens, Bishop of Barking

1
 ê A reader [delighted] in her sonõs version of the 

Lordõs Prayer, namely òforgive us our bus passesó
2
 ê Doubtless the     

churches you will flock to this Christmas will have their own particular problems. 
Perhaps the roof is leaking, perhaps the vicar is going to do one of those       
embarrassing sermons with farmyard noises

3 
ê One thing unites the blur of 

carol services, Advent eucharists, Christmas services, and, of course,        
midnight mass: the regularsñgood and faithful Anglicans allñlike to     
arrive early to bag the pews at the rear

4
 ê And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child. Or possibly not taxed. Depending on what newspaper you read, and 
which bits of what Rachel Reeves had said were true

5
 ê The sacristan ê had 

taken Mary out of the box and her legs had fallen off, while a parishioner 
confessed that she had just decapitated a fallen angel while vacuuming. 
And you thought that the biggest risk to the Holy Family at Christmas was 
Herod

6 
ê [A reader] writes to me with a Cornish saying: òThe further east you 

go, the more convinced I am that the Wise Men never came from thereó
 7
ê 

Printer ink, frankincense, myrrh
8
 ê 

 
Christians may think [Christmas] is a time 

of year in which we recall the promise of the prophets, and Donald Trump 
agreesñhe just spells the last word a little differently ê For all those who are 
dreaming of a White House Christmas, [itõs] only $92 for a glass Maga hat tree 
ornament, while you can prepare the turkey while wearing a òPatriotic Santaó 
apron

9
 ê Your correspondent takes you to task over a satirical item about 

Shroud of Turin tea towels and asks you to respect a sacred Christian relic 
ê A quick internet search reveals said tea towels are available for purchase 
(Ã17.99 each + p&p) along with Shroud of Turin beach towels, blankets, 
mugs, jigsaws, cushions, car seat covers, duvet covers ê I stopped looking 
when I got to the thongs

10
 ê 

 
A friend who visited Lourdes years ago told me 

that in a souvenir shop window he spotted a sign which translated as 
òLuminous Virgins, Guaranteed Washableó

11
 ê Fishguard Cemetery natural 

burial plans could be resurrected
12
 ê One candidate for Pope is Cardinal     

Pizzaballa who once offered himself up in a hostage exchange dealña deal that 
also involved free garlic bread and a bottle of Fanta

13
 ê 

 
IAN HISLOP: Youõre 

not wearing a dog collar. | Revd RICHARD COLES: Well noticed. No, Iõm      
going commando these days

14 
ê THE DEAN (John Barron):  Sheõs a keen ringer, 

as I am. Ours was a ringing romance. In fact we first met in a belfry. | BISHOP of 

ST OGGõS (William Mervyn): That explains a lot.
15 

 
 

(1) Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals: Private Eye, 20 December; (2) Letter, The Times, 

10 January; (3) Revd Fergus Butler-Gallie, Country Life, 10 December; (4) Venerable Dr Rachel 

Mann, Church Times, 9 January; (5) Giles Coren, The Times, 27 December; (6) Patrick Kidd, 

Church Times, 23 January; (7) Times Diary, 6 December; (8) Private Eye, 20 December;  (9)  Times 

Diary, 6 December; (10) Letter, Private Eye, 28 November; (11) Letter, The Times, 3 January; 

(12) Headline in Tivyside Advertiser: Private Eye, 12 December; (13) Angela Rippon, Have I Got 

2025 News For You (BBC1), 19 December;  (14) Have I Got News For You (BBC1), 5 December; 

(15) All Gas and Gaiters, ôThe Bishop Takes a Restõ (BBC1), 10 June 1971 
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Dame AGATHA CHRISTIE  
(1890-1976) 

died 50 years ago, on 12        
January 1976. She was a     
hugely  successful writer of 
crime fiction, her books having 
been outsold only by the Bible 
and Shakespeare. Her first     
published work The Mysterious 
Affair at Styles (1920) introduced 
the Belgian detective Hercule 
Poirot, while ten years later          
A Murder at the Vicarage saw 
the first appearance of ...  

Miss JANE MARPLE , 
a spinster living in the village of    
St Mary Mead, whose remarkable 
habit of being nearby whenever         
murders took place enabled her to 
exercise her skills as an amateur 
sleuth. She has been portrayed 
many times in films and on TV, 
perhaps most successfully by ... 

 JOAN HICKSON  
(1906-98) 

in a series of full-length period    
adaptations for the BBC from     
1984-92. Since 1934 she had      
appeared in many British films, 
including six Carry On productions 
and Murder, She Said (1962), the 
first Miss Marple movie, in which ... 

GEORGE COLE  
(1925-2015), 

later best known as wheeler-dealer 
Arthur Daley in the TV series      
Minder (1979-94). He appeared in  
Nemesis (2007), a TV adaptation     
starring Geradine McEwan of the 
final Miss Marple novel (1971) by ... 

Dame MARGARET  

RUTHERFORD (1892-1972) 
took the leading role. Known for 
playing indomitable and often   
eccentric characters, her other 
films included Noel Cowardôs 
Blithe Spirit (1945), in which she 
played a medium, and The       
Happiest Days of Your Life (1949) 
as headmistress of a girlsô school 
obliged to share the premises of a 
boysô school. In the latter her      
counterpart was portrayed by ... 

ALASTAIR SIM  
(1900-76), 

who, in 1954, when Rutherford had 
been unavailable for The Belles of 
St Trinianôs, appeared in drag as 
the over-indulgent head of a girlsô    
boarding school whose pupilsô       
delinquent and illicit activities were 
often assisted by óFlashô Harry, a 
resident spiv played by ... 

  SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION  

 

    72: AGATHA CHRISTIE  
 

Adapted in part from SDS 45 (Miss Marple), 12/20 
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= = POETSõ CORNER 4 = =  
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE BLUE HOUSE  
 

Forgotten, abandoned, stands a ruin of a house along the road 
black soot and dust sift through the broken roof tiles  
dull blue and red murals adorn the walls 
once beautiful patterns 
Black soot streaks down like a torrent of tears 
 

Carefully entering the doorless house 
a musty smell fills the air  
rotten broken planks creaking underfoot  
a dusty brown jacket hanging on the wall, full of spidersõ webs 
as if the jacket were a desperate farewell 
 

The hearth, blackened with chunks broken off 
bundles of clothing lying strewn as if the  
people had no time, running, running 
tables, chairs, bed frames all broken, destroyed by the wind and        
rain 
half hidden under the clothing a small blue childõs sandal 
 

The sound of a child crying fills the empty space. 
Heartbroken. Nostalgic emotions of a little house  
desolate now and lost in time. If you stand quiet and listen 
anxious voices drift through the frameless windows 
A sigh of lost sorrowful voices  
Broken by footsteps over the dusty floorboards. 

 

JUDITH IKONOMOU  
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THE APPLE TREE  
 

A short story by Janet Smith  
 

Is that smoke coming from the chimney? Or just her imagination running wild again. 
There has been no-one home since early summer.  
      Her keys open both locks easily. Someone has restored the delicate fanlight 
which had a tracery of cracks and missing sliver of glass. The hall is darker than she 
remembers because the white painted panels have been returned to wood. Half-way 
along, a candle flickers.  
      Curious now but calm, she descends the steep steps to the cellar, and opens the 
door on the right. A woman in full woollen skirt, shawl and cap sits half-turned      
towards a kitchen range that occupies the wall they were always going to unbrick 
and never did.  
     The woman stirs an iron pot, releasing the savoury smell of beef broth, and sighs. 
      Neither woman speaks, as if the silence is not to be broken.  
      Something about the woman reminds Dawn of her grandmother or perhaps her 
great grandmother. She recalls the photo of an Edwardian lady, stern and straight, 
over the mantelpiece. But it must be an illusion. The seated 
womanôs clothes are from another time. 
      She turns to the room on the left. There are wooden     
cupboards along the walls and a table and chairs in the     
middle. The only light comes from a fire burning low in the 
grate. A man stands before it. Everything about him is grey 
and brown, from his long boots to his coarse jacket, so that he 
is barely visible in the gloom. When he is not pacing up and 
down, he throws himself on a stool and stares distractedly 
into the flames. 
      She leaves them there, the woman and the man, the    
darkening rooms, the melancholy, and closes the door quietly. 
      She walks back along the hall and up another flight of 
stairs to the bedrooms. Opening the bathroom door on the right, she already knows 
there will be no bathroom. Instead there is a small bed with a cotton coverlet and a 
rag rug on the floorboards. 
      By now it is almost dark outside, but she does not attempt to switch on the lights.  
      A faint glow comes from under the door on the left and she pushes it open. In the 
bed by the wall lies a girl of about twelve, her red hair falling across heaped pillows, 
face pale as wax in the dim candlelight. She sits up suddenly and looks past Dawn 
towards the darkest corner of the room. The effort makes her cough. Harsh noises 
that come from deep inside her slight body. 
      óI dreamed I had children, and they had children and they had children. A whole 
army,ô she says wildly. She lies back on her pillows, quiet again. óIt was a pleasant 
dream.ô 
      Looking through the window, down on to the back garden, over by the wall 
where it has always been, Dawn sees the apple tree. Young and slender it is, but     
unmistakably the same gnarled one she grew up with and that still bears fruit.  A  
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T 
he Collect 75  

 

75: WINTER  

EXHBITIONS  
 

 

Turner and Constable  
 

IN our recent feature about the landscape artist      

Joseph Mallord William Turner  (1775-1851) (see 

The Collect 73, 9/25), we looked ahead to the           

exhibition at Tate Britain to mark jointly the 250th    

anniversary of his birth and that of John Constable  

(1776-1837) (right). We addressed also some aspects 

of the apparent, though possibly over-stated, rivalry 

between the two men. The Tateõs Rivals and Originals 

opened in November and continues until 12 April.  
 

THE Tate mounted major exhibitions of both artists to mark their bicentenaries in 1975 

and 1976 respectively. These were hugely successful and did much to heighten public        

awareness and appreciation of their work which, broadly speaking, has endured. Turner      

has even adorned the £20 note since 2020 (AC&CN 2/20), although the maverick in him 

might have appreciated the irony that this was shortly before the Covid pandemic            

accelerated the move towards cashless transactions. In the case of Constable, perceptions 

of him as a òchocolate boxó artist had diminished by the mid 20th century, although, in       

recent years, some have contested his supposedly idyllic rural landscapes as failing to       

recognise or confront the social and industrial pressures of the time (Independent, 25 July 

2024). Turner, by contrast, has been thought òrevolutionary, even controversialó (Jacu 

Strauss, Country Life, 31 December 2025) and well regarded for his social awareness.         

He was praised, for example, for his picture of a slave ship (1840), originally entitled Slavers       

Throwing Overboard the Dead and DyingñTyphoon Coming On. The Turner exhibition of 1975 

was a collaboration with the Royal Academy of Arts, where he had studied from the age of 

14, exhibited at 15, and later taught. Though, on the whole, the Regency art world, as well 

as later Victorian critics such as John Ruskin (the original owner of Slavers, now on display 

at a museum in Boston, Massachusetts) placed him on a pedestal some way above         

Constable, it does seem remarkable that, as we noted last year, Constable was elected a 

Royal Academician almost 30 years after Turner (at only 26) and then by a single vote.     
 

Lee Miller  
 

Also at Tate Britain, until 15 February, is an exhibition of work by the free-spirited 

American photographer Lee Miller (1907-77) (the subject of the 2023 film Lee, 

starring Kate Winslet). Born Elizabeth Miller (her choice of ôLeeõ for professional 

purposes was deliberately ambiguous as regards gender), she started out as a     

fashion model in the 1920s before moving to Paris, where she was a student, muse 

and lover of the visual artist Man Ray (1890-1976), became a photographer for 

Salisbury Cathedral from the 

Meadows (John Constable, 

1831), purchased by the Tate 

in 2013 for £23.1 million 
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Vogue and was influenced by surrealism. She was in London during the Blitz of the 

Second World War and later, as a photographer with the US Army, in Germany 

when the Nazi r®gime crumbled. Miller posed in Adolf Hitlerõs bath and witnessed 

the liberation of two concentration 

camps. For 30 years until her death she 

was married to the surrealist painter and 

writer Sir Roland Penrose (1900-84). 
 

This potted biography points to an output of 

considerable variation and to a multi-talented 

and often daring figure who bucked many of 

the chauvinistic conventions then applying to 

women. This is reflected in the range of the 

Tateõs exhibition, which, perhaps to an extent 

on the heels of the Winslet film and a recently repeated BBC documentary (Life on the 

Front Line, 2020), has been very well attended. One practical factor for visitors is that many 

of the items, being original prints, are quite small. Consequently, although there is timed 

ticketing, there were significant huddles around certain exhibits.  
 

The Roaring Twenties: Transport, art and design  
 

RUNNING until Spring next year, the London Transport Museum in Covent 

Garden has an exhibition of transport posters from the ògoldenó inter-war years  

of the late 1920s, into the 30s. These are displayed alongside photographs,         

ceramics and other items of art deco (or moderne) which collectively mark the 

centenary of the groundbreaking Paris Exposition of 1925 (TC 66, 2/25).  
 

London Undergroundõs chief executive Frank Pick (1878-1941) spearheaded its          

commitment to striking design, which can be seen not just in ephemera, but in the          

architecture of stations such as Arnos Grove and Southgate (and, as we noted in our last 

issue, designs for three stations north of Edgware that were never built). There is an             

Underground roundel commemorating Pick on the concourse at Piccadilly Circus.         

Although he eschewed honours, rejecting both a knighthood and a peerage, he did accept 

a Soviet badge of merit for his advice on the design of the Moscow Metro (1935).  
 

1066 and all that  
 

Looking ahead, the Bayeux Tapestry , which depicts the events surrounding the 

Battle of Hastings (1066) and the Norman Conquest, will go on display in         

September at the British Musuem . 

230ft (70m) long, it was made in England, 

probably in the late 11th century for King 

Wil l iam the Conqueror, whose             

half-brother Odo was Bishop of Bayeux. 

In 1729 the tapestry was rediscovered in        

Bayeux and is now housed there in a 

special museum. ôBlack holeõ or not, HM Treasury will have to find Ã800 million to 

insure it during its journey from France and display in London until June 2027.  A   
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THE LATE WINTER GARDEN ~ Lenten roses 
 

The óLenten roseô (Helleborus orientalis) is not a rose at all, but what Vita       
Sackville-West (1892-1962), creator of the garden at Sissinghurst, called ñthe     
prettier nameò given to varieties of hellebore that flower around this time of year    
(In Your Garden, 1951). The blooms are typically purple-pink (see below right), but 
there are many hybrids of other colours; in fact, most hellebores grown in gardens 
are hybrids of orientalis. Some people use the popular name interchangeably with 
óChristmas roseô, although this relates more specifically to the white-flowered    
Helleborus niger, whose folkloric association with the Nativity dates back at least to 
the early Renaissance (Mark Griffiths, The Times, 26 December 1998). A 16th         

century herbalist referred to ñthe herbe of Christ or Christmas herbe because it      
flowereth most commonly around Christmas when the winter is mildeò (Henry Lyte, 
1578), although the Romans, who, like us, knew it as Helleborus niger (after the 
Greek elleboris melas), were already attaching a wide range of apparent medicinal        
properties to it by time that Christ was born. (Niger or melas, meaning óblackô, may 
seem paradoxical, but refer to the dark colour of the root. A further paradox is that a 
number of strains of Lenten roses have flowers that are very dark in colour:        
Christopher Lloyd, Cuttings, 2008.) 
 

Hellebores are indigenous to Britain and other 
parts of Europe, but not to Ireland. They are     
ideal garden plants for winter and early spring, 
and the Lenten hybrids blend well with           
daffodils (quite a few already in flower when we 
went to press), hyacinths and other spring bulbs. 
They tend to prefer alkaline soil (although, in the 
wild, orientalis often grows in acidic              
conditions: Graham Rice & Elizabth Strangman, 
The Gardenerôs Guide to Growing Hellebores, 1993) and require little attention, 
except perhaps to remove dead leaves or even newer ones if they obscure the 
blooms. However, bear in mind that the spreading foliage may provide helpful cover 
for smaller shade loving plants such as primroses. 
 

There are differing views about the use of Lenten hellebores as cut flowers. The 
distinguished horticulturalist W E Shewell-Cooper (1900-82), who lived at Arkley 
Manor, listed, in his ABC of Flower Growing (1947), ñHelleborus (the Christmas 
rose)ò as among perennials that make ñexcellent cut flowersò (although possibly he 
had in mind hellebores more generally). Sackville-West, by contrast, distinguished 
clearly between niger and orientalis, describing the former as ñideal for picking, 
lasting for weeks indoors if you split the stemsò (In Your Garden). The Lenten rose, 
however, she thought unreliable (ñit often flops mournfully after a few hoursò),     
although she later discovered that plunging the tips of the stems into hot water often 
solved the problem. More simply, Elizabeth Strangman, a specialist breeder of 
hellebores, has recommended (1993) putting the flowers, with a half inch stem, in a 
bowl of water and floating them: ñIt is hard to imagine anything more beguilingò.  A  
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FEEDBACK <<< arkleyccnews@gmail.com 

IN the week that our Christmas issue appeared with an article about St Stephenôs Day, 26 December, 
Country Life (28 November) carried a feature by Ian Martin about the 11th century Bohemian prince and 
saint who was celebrated in the Victorian carol Good King Wenceslas. This was Country Lifeôs Advent 
Calendar issue, whose windows on its front cover revealed seasonal postage stamps of old, together 
with explanatory notes. The stamp for 1 December, part of the first UK Christmas issue 60 years ago, 

bore a childôs impression of a king (left), who might, perhaps, have been a 
wise man, but was apparently Wenceslas. Our own piece about the feast 
day on which the good king looked out had tended perhaps to play down his          
credentials and that of John Mason Nealeôs carol (1852), as have various 
historians and hymnologists over the years: the story in the carol was        
imaginary, not to say pious; the prince was unpopular with his people; and so 
forth. In 1928 the Oxford Book of Carols judged Good King Wenceslas 

(written, incidentally, to fit a 13th century Easter melody) ñcommonplace to the last degreeò and hoped it 
would ñpass into disuseò. Yet, even though, as Country Life reminded us, it has ñno Christ Child, no Holy 
Family, no star, angels, shepherds, stable, manger, Wise Men ...ò, it remains, almost a century later,       
ña recurrent evocation of the season of goodwill and has weathered academic criticismò. It was sung 
recently, as it is just after Christmas every year, at the Patronal service at St Stephenôs, Bells Hill. 
 

AS for Wenceslas himself, his brutal assassination set in train a good deal of hagiography, as often       
happens: for example, nearer to our own time, with Presidents Lincoln and Kennedy. Though a prince, 
he subsequently had ñkingly statusò bestowed upon him by the Holy Roman Emperor Otto I and, as Ian 
Martin put it, ñhe was sanctified as a Christian martyr and became the medieval model of the ideal        
potentate, ruling with charitable pietyò. A 12th century account had him  
 

rising every night from his noble bed é He went around to Godôs churches and gave alms generously to 
widows, orphans, those in prison and afflicted by every difficulty, so much so that he was considered not a 
prince, but the father of all the wretched (Cosmas of Prague, Chronica Boemorum, 1119).  

 

Three centuries later Pope Pius II declared this to be ñofficial Christian historyò. Another 12th century 
survival is the song St Wenceslas Chorale, which, when the former state of Czechoslovakia was created 
in 1918, was considered as a possible national anthem. Wenceslas Square remains the focal point of 
the Czech capital Prague, the popular epicentre, for example, of the óPrague Springô of 1968 that        
provoked a Soviet invasion and the óVelvet Revolutionô that ended communist rule in 1989.  
 

ANOTHER hymn to have divided opinion is I vow to thee my country, which we discussed last autumn 
in the lead up to Remembrance Sunday (With Cheerful Voice 33, 10/25). Written shortly before the First 
World War by Sir Cecil Spring-Rice (right, 1859-1918), who, during the war, was British 
Ambassador to Washington, it was set, after his death, to part of the óJupiterô of       
movement of Gustav Holstôs suite The Planets. There is some evidence to suggest 
that Holst disliked its sentiments; and, if so, he was not alone. This may seem a little 
strange since the hymn has sometimes vied with Jerusalem as a potential alternative 
national anthem (and was, for example, sung at the funeral of Prince Philip, Duke of          
Edinburgh in 2021 and the wedding of the present King and Lady Diana Spencer 40 
years earlier). However, the Revd Fergus Butler-Gallie, Vicar of Charlbury, Oxon (see 
AC&CN 9/25), who described it recently as ñthat trigger of so many clerical-musical         
argumentsò, recalls that, when he was at theological college not many years ago, ña sniffy dismissal of it 
was seen as a mark of theological maturity. Ordinands girded their loins for fights, in future                
incumbencies, with organists or British Legion representativesò (Church Times, 14 November). He went 
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on to say that he now thinks ñthe exploration in verse two of the ósecond countryô, describing the city of 
God [ñAnd thereôs another country Iôve heard of long agoò], makes it perfectly orthodox and rather      
movingò. But, what is little known today is that this was in fact Spring-Riceôs third verse. The original 
second verse became a particular source of contention: 

 

I heard my country calling, away across the sea, 
across the waste of waters she calls and calls to me; 

her sword is girded at her side, her helmet on her head; 
and round her feet are lying the dying and the dead; 
I hear the noise of battle, the thunder of her guns, 
I haste to thee, my mother, a son among thy sons. 

 

However, aside from what he calls the ñlimited poetic meritò of these lines, Butler-Gallie suggests that 
the main criticism of them is their ñmawkish sentimentality rather than jingoistic fervourò. He adds that    
ñconversations with Ukrainian refugees returning home to help in their countryôs struggle have sounded 
similarò and that ñarticulating theology that speaks of the radical call of Christ to, and for, all, and yet 
acknowledges particularities of time and place, is one of the most urgent tasks of our timesò. 
 

THE National Galleryôs exhibition last year of paintings from medieval Siena (The Collect 71, 6/25)      
included a significant number depicting the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Observed by 
churches on 25 March, this was when the Archangel Gabriel told Mary that she was to bear Jesus 
(Luke 1:26-38). The theme was picked up in Alan Bennettôs play A Question of Attribution (1988) about 
the art historian and Soviet agent Sir Anthony Blunt (1907-83), who was Surveyor of the Kingôs/Queenôs 
Pictures for 27 years. BBC televisionôs adaptation of this (1991) was reshown over Christmas in tribute 
to Prunella Scales (1932-2025), who played Queen Elizabeth II. (It was this portrayal that prompted 
Elizabeth to remark to Scales, when she invested her with a CBE in 1992, that ñI suppose you think you 
should be doing thisò: AC&CN 12/25). In the play, HM mentioned to Blunt that, when she and Prince 
Philip were taken round a gallery in Florence, Annunciations were ñquite thick on the ground and not all 
of them very convincing é My husband remarked that one of them 
looked to him like the messenger arriving from Littlewoods Pools and the 
Virgin was protesting that sheôd put a cross for no publicityò. Did he      
actually say this? It sounds just like him, although we could easily        
imagine Bennett saying it too. 
 

PRUNELLA Scales was one of three women, often described as 
ñnational treasuresò, whose passing we recorded last autumn. The     
others were two Dames: writer Jilly Cooper (1937-2025) (right) and 
actress Patricia Routledge (1929-2025) (AC&CN 10/25). While our 
Christmas issue was being printed, the Church Times (21 November) revealed things about the        
religious connections of all three. The Dean of Southwark, the Very Revd Dr Mark Oakley, knew both 
Scales, who used to worship at Southwark Cathedral with her husband, actor Timothy West             
(1934-2024), and Dame Jilly, at whose funeral in Gloucestershire he officiated. He first met Dame Jilly 
at a friendôs wedding: ñShe had decided to try to get the vicar drunk. She did quite a good job, and we 
quickly came to see that we enjoyed each otherôs humourò. Dr Oakley noted the hope of the Queen that 
the hereafter of her former neighbour and ñwonderfully witty and compassionate friendò would be ñfilled 
with impossibly handsome men and devoted dogsò (BBC News, 6 October). 
 

DAME Patricia Routledge also used to worship regularly at a cathedral: in her case, Chichester,       
Sussex, for the past 40 years. Her Church Times obituarist, Canon David Nason, remarked that she 
was not just a national treasure, but an ñinternationalò one due to the worldwide celebrity of her most 
famous character, Mrs Hyacinth Bucket (ñitôs Bouquetò) in the sitcom Keeping Up Appearances. >>>           
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Dame Patricia came from the North West. She grew up in Tranmere, near Birkenhead, where she 
taught at Sunday school and sang in her church choir. Pretty much the opposite of the snobbish,        
attention-seeking Mrs Bucket, she was a private person, who lived modestly and gave much of her     
income to a charity she established in 1999. A full half century ago she was such an accomplished     
performer that two giants of the musical theatre, Leonard Bernstein (West Side Story) and Alan Jay 
Lerner (My Fair Lady) wrote a Broadway musical specifically with her in mind. Canon Nason recalled 
that Pennsylvania 1600 (1976) ñwas not a success, but the critics acclaimed her performance as eight 
[American] First Ladies to be its only saving graceò. Two decades later she was able to joke of Hyacinth 
Bucket that ñI am very big in Botswana and now I am bigger in the Balkansò. In fact it was on holiday in 
Barbados, where she was seeking a bit of anonymity, that her status as an ñinternational treasureò was 
brought home to her: ñShe went on the first morning to the bank to cash some travellersô cheques to be 
greeted by a smiling Barbadian face enquiring óAre you the lady of the house?ôò Mrs Bucket, like Dame 
Patricia herself, had plenty of contact with the church, but this manifested itself more in ladiesô lunches, 
where others hid themselves from her in the recesses of the church hall; in her deploying her china with 
hand painted periwinkles to ingratiate herself with the new vicar and his wife; or when her uninvited flirty 

sister Rose took a fancy to her reverend visitor. ñWhat is the missionary 
position in China?ò Mrs Bucket once asked the vicar in all innocence 
(AC&CN 10/25).   
 

IN her first piece for this magazine as our Vicar, Cindy Kent reflected on 
the early days of her singing career in the 1960s, including the formation of          
her band the Settlers and their extensive work on TV (AC&CN 2/24). In a 
recent interview for a podcast called We Say Yeah, whose principal focus is 
Cliff Richard and the Shadows, Cindy offered further reflections on those 
days, including working with Sir Cliff (left with Cindy in December) at gospel 
concerts. She also spoke warmly of her former congregation at St Peterôs, 
making the intriguing suggestion that, if sheôd asked us all to turn up        
without shoes, weôd probably do so. (Who do you think we are? Sandie 
Shaw?) You can find We Say Yeah on Facebook. This was podcast 55.  A    

DREAM ON: 17  
 

To dream of seeing a bloodstone [gemstone for March] denotes that  you will be unfortunate 
in your engagements. For a young woman to receive one as a gift denotes she will suffer 
estrangement from one friend, but will, by this, gain one more worthy of her. 
  

Gustavus Hindman Miller (1859-1929) The Giant Dictionary of Dreams 
 

óDream Onô originated with our purchase of Millerôs dictionary for 50p at a jumble sale at St Peterôs five years 
ago. In his preface, Miller wrote at some length about a ñgeneral and substantial belief in dreamsò, calling in 
aid, among other sources, the Bible, Plato, Goethe, Shakespeare and Napoleon, and noting, for example, 
that, after the birth of Jesus, his parents Mary and Joseph were ñwarned of the cruel edict of Herod and fled 
with the Divine Child into Egyptò (see Matthew 2:13). Even so, we have always intended this series to be 
taken with a pinch of salt (which, incidentally, if seen in a dream, is ñan omen of discordant surroundingsò).     
 

I have a recurring dream that Iõm a barcode on a product at my local supermarket. 
I think I need to be checked out. 

 

Sounds of the 60s (Radio 2), 15 November 
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¡ǘ ĥóœŝƍž·Í]î ȡȡȡ ŖžƟǂž óƆ ĥǏƆ ŝĥ űóħĔ 
 

1. In which present day country did cream crackers originate? 
2. Which is the only English word (excluding place or personal names) with three double 

letters in straight succession?  
3. Which is the larger: 4/7 or 5/9? 
4. The works of which British playwright, a refugee from Nazi occupied Czechoslovakia, 

who died on 29 November, aged 88, included Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead, Jumpers and screenplays for Shakespeare in Love, for which he won an        
Academy Award, and John le Carr®ôs The Russia House?  

5. Sir Andreas Whittam Smith, who also died on 29 November, aged 88, was First 
Church Estates Commissioner from 2002-17 and founding editor of which newspaper, 
launched in 1986 with the slogan, ñIt is. Are you?ò?     

6. Prior to Rishi Sunak and Sir Keir Starmer, who were the most recent pair of             
successive British Prime Ministers with surnames beginning with the same letter? 

7. In traditional songs, where did the following live or come from: (a) Polly Perkins; (b)
Tommy Todd; (c) a furious high churchman in the reign of Charles II who, in that of 
James II, found that the Church of Rome would fit his constitution? 

8. Which of the United States takes its name from the same aristocratic lineage as the     
art deco pavilion on the seafront at Bexhill? 

9. In December (a) which British driver became world Formula One champion; (b) who  
was the first in his sport for 36 years to be named BBC Sports Personality of the Year; 
and (c) who became the first footballer to win Strictly Come Dancing? 

10. Which river flows from the Black Forest to the Black Sea but is well known musically 
by a different colour? 

11. On which day in the Churchôs calendar did young people traditionally return to their 
home parish? 

12. On 10 January, which non-league team beat FA Cup holders Crystal Palace 2-1 in the 
third round of this seasonôs competition? 

13. Which are the three main categories of folk dance in England? 
14. Sophie Kinsella, who died on 10 December, aged 55, wrote which series of novels 

whose main character was a financial journalist named Becky Bloomwood? 
15. When desserts were served at an international banquet, why was everyone surprised 

by the Australiansô cheering the meringue? 

A
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1. Ireland 2. bookkeeper  (Mississippi wouldnôt have been correct anyway) 3. 4/7 (0.571) (5/9 is 0.555) 4. Sir Tom 
Stoppard  5. The Independent  6. Sir Tony Blair (1997 -2007) & Gordon Brown (2007 -10) 7. (a) Paddington 
Green (b) Liverpool (c) Bray (The Vicar of Bray) 8.  Delaware (De La Warr Pavilion) 9. (a) Lando Norris       
(b) Rory McIroy (golf) (c) Karen Carney 10. (Blue) Danube 11. Mothering Sunday (4t h Sunday in Lent or 
Mid-Lent Sunday) (ie to their ômotherô church) 12. Macclesfield 13. country, morris, sword 14. Shopaholic       
15. Because they usually boo meringue!  

I told a joke at a Zoom meeting. Nobody laughed. It turns out Iõm not even remotely funny. 
 

Sounds of the 60s (Radio 2), 29 November 
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arkleyccnews@gmail.com 

 

Before he was prime minster, [Sir Keir] Starmer described himself as an atheist. When asked 
recently, he said he was brought up a Christianña shift, perhaps, born of necessity. As the 
saying goes, there are no atheists in foxholes. 
 

FRASER NELSON, The Times, 29 November 
 

You have to be an optimist to be both a member of the Labour Party and a Sheffield         
Wednesday supporter. 

 

Lord BLUNKETT (former Labour Cabinet Minister), Politics Live (BBC2), 10 December 
 

[After the defection to Reform of Robert Jenrick MP] Iõm staying with the Conservatives é         
although Nigel Farage did once say I looked like a Roman goddess. 
 

Dame PENNY MORDUANT (former Cabinet Minister), Trevor Phillips on Sunday (Sky News), 18 January   
 

On Christmas Day [Robbie] Williams will eat a Chocolate Orange and go back to bed. 
 

JONATHAN DEAN, Sunday Times Culture, 21 December 
 

Serving alternatives to Christmas lunch. We donõt need an alternative to a meal we only eat 
once a year é Steamed sea bass isnõt even an improvement on fish fingers, let alone turkey. 
 

Nothing is less conducive to family harmony than Monopoly. You could be as untroubled as the 
Waltons until your aunt buys Mayfair é 
 

Dry January. Do it, donõt do it, I donõt care. Just donõt go on about it é 
 

HILARY ROSE, Times 2, 24 December 
 

At the very least, [Christmas] decorations should stay up for as long as Death on the Nile and 
Evil Under the Sun remain on the BBC iPlayer. And as for the awful concept of Dry January é 
 

PATRICK KIDD, Church Times, 23 January  
 

Londoners are embracing Dry Martini Januaryñafter establishing itself as the drink of the    
summer, the cocktail is having another moment. 
 

óTown Mouseô, Country Life, 7 January  
 

What does [actress Olivia Cooke] worry about? òGeopolitics, my weight, my cellulite travelling 
further and further down my legs, climate changeñthe Venn diagram of being in your thirties.ó 
 

Sunday Times Style, 7 December 
 

If God were a broadcaster, she would favour the wireless. 
 

Venerable Dr RACHEL MANN, Church Times, 9 January  
 

Who knows where Iõll go if TikTok [gets] banned in the UK é Members of the public come up 
and say hi most days in London. Or sometimes Iõll be chatting with someone in the pub and 
theyõll realise they recognise me because they saw my video about the history of bollards. 

 

ALICE LOXTON, Sunday Times Magazine, óA Life in the Dayô, 23 November  
 

Katy Perry goes Instagram official with Justin Trudeau 
 

BBC website, 7 December 
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WHATôS ON LOCALLY ~ pages 27-31 

 

Please send changes, additions and listings to arkleyccnews@gmail.com  
 

Contacts for St Peterôs and the Chipping Barnet Team Ministry are on page 2  

See also Facebook  @ Parish of Chipping Barnet and Parish of Chipping Barnet Team Magazine 
 

To receive direct mailings from St Peterôs, please email arkleyccnews@gmail.com   
 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS  
 

ARKLEY ASSOCIATION & VILLAGE HALL ~ Steve Gray  07795 117980  

ARKLEY CLUB ~ 020 8449 5726 ~ thearkleyclubbarnet@gmail.com ~ thearkleyclub.co.uk  

ARKLEY COMMUNITY EVENTS ~ arkleycommunityevents@outlook.com 

ARKLEY GOLF CLUB ~ 49 Rowley Green Road EN5 3HL ~ 020 8449 0394  

BARNET BOROUGHWATCH ~ 0208 364 8400 ~ 07813 339 368  

barnetboroughwatch@gmail.com  

BARNET COMMUNITY RADIO: online @ www.barnetcommunity radio.com  

BARNET DEANERY ~ Secretary: Mark Oliver ~ barnetdeanery.co.uk   

CHIPPING BARNET FOODBANK (open: Tues 12noon-2pm; Sat 10am-12noon) 

63 Somerset Road EN5 1RF ~ chippingbarnet.foodbank.org.uk 

CHURCHES TOGETHER for CHIPPING BARNET ~ ctfcb.org.uk 

HOPE CORNER COMMUNITY CENTRE ~ 185 Mays Lane ~ 020 8364 8756  

hopecorner@outlook.com 

HARVEY BECKER RACQUET CENTRE ~ Brickfield Lane ~ hbtcarkley@gmail.com  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT ~ Dan Tomlinson MP ~ dan.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk  

METROPOLITAN POLICE: UNDERHILL SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM  

Emergencies 999 Other 101 ~ met.police.uk/your-area/barnet/underhill  
 

DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS ~ stalbansdiocese.org ~ Twitter @diostalbans 

DIOCESEAN SAFEGUARDING ADVISER ~ Jeremy Hirst  

01727 818107 or 07867 350886 ~ safeguarding@stalbans.anglican.org 
 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL ~ stalbanscathedral.org 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

 

St Luke 1:46-47 (The Magnificat) 

 

We sell advertising space in good faith. We can take no responsibility for the       

quality or availability of goods or services offered, nor are we able to assist 

in contacting advertisers. Publication of an advertisement is not an endorsement.  

Once youõve seen one shopping centre, youõve seen a mall 
 

Sounds of the 60s (Radio 2), 24 January 
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PLUMBING AND CENTRAL HEATING 
 

For your local Plumbing and Central Heating Engineer 
 

Call (020) 8449 0950 or (07973) 206559 
to speak to me directly for help or advice 


