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WELCOME TO THE ARKLEY QUARTERLY  
 

A S we move from a very hot, but now slightly more       

variable, summer into a fall that has been happening quite 

widely since early August, here is an update on our plans for 

your local magazine. We explained in the spring why the     

District Church Council had decided to end free distribution 

to homes in Arkley (see AC&CN 4/26). This means we are 

now essentially an online publication; but we are also printing 

some copies for our own congregation at St Peterõs and the 

Arkley Club, and shall aim to respond positively to any other 

requests, including for pdf copies. It may be worth noting    

incidentally that, in the long history of this magazineõs various incarnations,         

changes of approach have inevitably been contemplated from time to time.                

For example, although, in 1950, an electronic edition may have been beyond the 

imagination of all but the most farsighted computing pioneers, we did recently 

come across a report of that yearõs annual church meeting which seemed to       

epitomise the French epigram, plus ­a change, plus cõest la m°me chose (the more 

things change, the more they stay the same) (pages 27-28).       
 

We are reducing the number of issues from six to four a year . Among 

other things, this will mean a more manageable and flexible commitment, both    

financially and editorially, and one that takes account of the range of up-to-date 

material available in other ways, notably on our website, through weekly notice 

sheets and social media, and with AI still largely untapped. St Peterõs will seek also 

to enhance its contribution to the Parish of Chipping Barnet Team Magazine,         

published every other month. Our own dates of publication, though roughly three 

months apart, will take particular account of the Church of Englandõs calendar,    

especially during the first half of the year, between Lent and Trinity, when feasts 

are moveable from one year to the next by up to five weeks.  
 

We are changing our title from Arkley Church & Community News to the  

Arkley Quarterly . We see this as snappier and a signal of our òmoving onó.           

It reflects also the inevitability that, although we are still carrying items of news, the 

sense of immediacy that existed until just a few years ago, when we published ten 

issues a year, has receded. Even so, we are very pleased to announce on page 5 the 

appointment of a new vicar at St Peterõs rather more quickly than many churches 

with a vacancy have come expect.    
 

Please email arkleyccnews@gmail.com with suggestions, articles or        

pictures for the Arkley Quarterly  (or if you wish to receive a pdf of it). We 

are very grateful to those who have submitted material for this issue.     
 

NICK DEAN  

Editor, AQ  & Secretary, St Peterės, Arkley DCC 

 



4 

C 
hurchwardenõs Chat :: Rosemary Watkins 
 

I have just read through what I wrote last time I was asked to offer up 

an article for this magazine, and I laughed out loud over the first     

sentence, where I wished for some warmer weather. Well, as they  

say, òôbe careful for what you wish foró. So, with that in mind, Iõll wish for some 

rain to come soon for our parched gardensñbut also for it to rain overnight! 
 

The news about activities at St Peterõs continues to be very positive. We have had 

two celebrations in our Church Hall. The first was a special birthday party for     

Angela Lavin, organised by her daughter (see page 7). Gemma had worked hard to 

decorate the hall with balloons and family photographs, as well as the chairs with       

matching drapes. The food was just as pleasantñso we all enjoyed a relaxing time 

together and sang òHappy Birthdayó with gusto. 
 

The second time we had food was to thank Linda Sanders, our lay reader, for her 

kindness to us for taking services on the first Sunday of the month (page 5).        

We ran it slightly differently from the old formula. We provided paper plates and 

glasses, ate from everything that was brought, and then took home the leftovers. It 

was truly a ôscratchõ lunchñand the company and chat made it very pleasant. The 

next scratch lunch will be on 4 October as part of our Harvest festivities. 
 

We also have news about our new Vicar. He is the Revd Peter Cooper, 

who was formerly ministering in the Diocese of Chester. He will tell you 

all about himself in the next edition of this magazine.  His ministry with 

us here in Arkley will start on Thursday 22 October, when he will be 

inducted into his work at St Peterõs at 7.30pm. 
 

So that is a brief round up of what has been happening in our church fellowship. 

We still have a problem over our finances, and we will be talking some more 

about the need to raise some money, but at the moment we are contented that a 

new Vicar will lead us to a new future.  AQ  

ST PETERėS : ARKLEY 
 

Harvest Festival  

& Pet Blessing  
 

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2026  

at 10.30am  

followed by a òbring and shareó lunch   
 

Please bring safely secured animals!  
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[Above]  On Sunday 2 August we held a very enjoyable òbring and shareó lunch in the Church Hall 

after our morning service led by Linda Sanders. 
 

[Below]  PATRONAL FESTIVAL (28 June): Our guest preacher at Festal Evensong this year 

was the Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford, who also swore in for 2026-7 the 

Churchwardens of the four churches in the Chipping Barnet team, including our own Rosemary 

Watkins, and St Andrewõs, Totteridge.    

N
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Literary section: pages 19 &20 
ñ 

 

 

Please to remember  
The fifth of November 
Gunpowder treason; and plot. 
I see no reason 
Why Gunpowder treason 
Should ever be forgot. 
Hurrah boys! Hurrah! 
Make the bells ring 
Hurrah boys! Hurrah! 
God save the King. 
 

Traditional 

§ШĦŸůĲЯШ§Ш7ƖŔŊőƣШċŰĬШ~ŸƖŰŔŰŊШÉƣċƖЯ 
ŰĬШĤƖŔŰŊШƨƚШĦŸůŉŸƖƣШŉƖŸůШċŉċƖг 

?ŔƚƓĲũШƣőĲШƚőċĬŸƽƚШŸŉШƣőĲШŰŔŊőƣ 
ċŰĬШƣƨƖŰШŸƨƖШĬċƖťŰĲƚƚƚШŔŰƣŸШũŔŊőƣЮ 
ШÅĲŢŸŔĦĲйЮÅĲŢŸŔĦĲйЮfůůċŰƨĲũ 
ÉőċũũЮĦŸůĲЮƣŸЮǃŸƨеЮ§ЮfƚƖċĲũд 

 

ШШШÅĲƻĬШs§c Ш~ É§ Ш E xEШыΝΥΝΥ-ΣΣь 
ЮƣƖċŰƚũċƣĲĬЮΤΫΨΤ 

When you go home, tell them of us 

and say, 

For your tomorrow, we gave our  

today  
 

KOHIMA EPITAPH 
Attr JOHN MAXWELL EDMONDS (1875-1958) 

after Simonides of Ceos (c480BC) 

At Hagworthingham, Lincolnshire, Robert Neve gives 10 shillings in 1533 
 

upon this condition, that the churchwardens shall buy and give yearly to the ringers upon 
the even of All Saints [1 November] yearly 6 gallons of ale, or else to brue or cause to be 

brued one strike of malt yearly and the profit thereof to be all to the ringers the same night  
 

Old Parish Life (ed Justin Lovell, 2022) 
 

To God so good and great 

Their cheerful thanks they pour; 

Then carry to His temple gate 

The choicest of their store. 
 

Revd JOHN HAMPDEN GURNEY  
(1802-62) 

Orpheus could lead the savage race, 
And trees unrooted left their place  

Sequacious of the lyre; 
But bright Cecilia raised the  

wonder higher; 
When to her Organ vocal breath 

was given 
An angel heard, and straight 

appearõdñ 
Mistaking Earth for Heaven.  

 

JOHN DRYDEN (1687) 
A Song for St Ceciliaõs Day 

[22 November] 

Iõm so glad I live in a world where there are 
Octobers. It would be terrible if we just 
skipped from September to November, 
wouldnõt it? Look at these maple branches. 

Donõt they give you a thrill é? 
 

LUCY MAUD MONTGOMERY  
Anne of Green Gables (1908) 

W 
~ªi« s| 
Nk^«~| 
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Party time!  
 

This summerõs social highlight at St Peterõs 

was a celebration of Angela Lavinõs 65th     

birthday. It was arranged by Angelaõs family in 

the Church Hall on Sunday, 15 June after our 

service led by the Revd Hugh Wikner, one of 

our stalwarts during the interregnum. 
 

As well as being a very enjoyable occasion, 

the party served as an excellent showcase for 

the hall. 
 

Photos: Gemma Lavin, Susan Mukengezi & Nick Dean      

ST PETERėS CHURCH HALL 
 

Kitchen facilities and parking for about 20 vehicles  
 

TO VIEW OR HIRE: IRIS AUBURN 0208 449 0980  

 

Revd Hugh 

Wikner 
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REFLECTION   
 

Linda sanders  

LAY READER  

IN Desert Island Discs, a programme on Radio Four, guests are invited to imagine 

they are shipwrecked on a desert island and to pick eight gramophone records to 

take with them. They are also allowed to take one book and the Bible, or a book 

that is relevant to their faith, the complete works of Shakespeare, and a luxury 

item, not a survival kit. The question which luxury to take came up in a social     

evening I was enjoying with some friends. I said I would like to take The Railway     

Station, the Victorian painting of Paddington by William Frith (below). Signed and 

dated 1862, nearly one hundred people are featured in the painting and many of 

them are real people as opposed to artistõs models. You could spend a very long 

time looking to see everything that is going on; and imagine the stories behind each 

traveller's journey that would keep you occupied. Frithõs painting of Isambard     

Kingdom Brunelõs Paddington station depicts a train standing in readiness for its 

journey west to Bristol from where many of the passengers would then set sail 

across the Atlantic or to various outposts of the Empire.    
 

SO I was interested to read an article entitled ôPoetõs Cornerõ, in the Church Times, 

in which the Revd Malcolm Guite wrote about Paddington station. He said, òit 

would be an ideal place for the all-knowing narrator to take up their abodeó. Even 

with his more limited perspective, he found it fascinating to see so many lives briefly 

intersecting. There were so many individual stories sharing for a moment the same 

space. There was so much variety. There were two women in hijabs chatting as 

they watched their luggage and worked out their train times. There was a man 
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staring up at the departure board and checking his watch. Would the train be on 

time? Had he an important engagement? Behind him was a teenager holding a 

skateboard and wearing a black hoodie beneath which headphones bulged. Those 

around him heard the constant beat of the music he was listening to. There were 

harassed parents with a wailing toddler, football supporters a bit worse for wear, 

and some young women out for the day and dressed to impress, supporting one 

another as they tottered about on high heels. In our travels on trains and buses we 

can only guess other peopleõs stories. On one occasion I sat in a dining area at 

Heathrow airport having a cup of tea. I wasnõt going anywhere; I had just            

accompanied someone driving their flatmate to the airport.  While they saw them 

off I was watching people. It was fascinating.  I could have happily spent the whole 

day there.   
 

HOW must it be for God who not only sees people but knows everything about 

every one of them? A programme on Radio Four featured Daphne du Maurier, 

author of Rebecca and other classicsña novelist who clearly loved some of her 

characters more than others; and those characters, however well drawn, cannot 

turn around and love their author back.  But God who knows every one and who 

is present everywhere loves all of his creation equally. He wants us to love him 

too, though he loves us all far more than we can begin to imagine.  AQ       

 

VALERIE WYCHERLEY (1945-2026) 
 

Sadly, Val died on 18 May. For many years she was a keen 
member of St Peter's, Arkley, a member of the DCC and also 
the PCC. In church she organised readers and rotas, and made 
sure that the readers at Nine Lessons and Carols where fully          
instructed and marshalled. She knew the importance to the     
worship and spirituality of members that good reading could 
nurture, allowing scripture to heard at its best; and she even    
arranged for her cousin, an actor, to come and teach people    
public speaking ... all of which truly enhanced church worship. 
 

Val was also very much committed to the wider life of the 
church, and sat for many years on the Diocesan Board of Education, helping to 
support schools across the diocese. She was a member of Deanery Synod, and I 
think had also sat on the Diocesan Synod. She was a keen advocate for Barnet in 
the diocese, often frustrated that the diocese tended to talk about Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire. But Val always made sure that they were reminded é And Barnet 
too! Her  ministry at different levels was greatly appreciated.   
 

Val had a great sense of humour, and bizarrely was very proud of an unopened 
Easter egg that was decades old, and was shown to visitors with a gleeful 
smile! She will be missed.  May she rest in peace.  AQ 
 

Revd TRISTAN CHAPMAN (Team Rector) 
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ALL IS SAFELY GATHERED IN?  
 

On either side the river lie/Long fields of barley and of rye,/That clothe the wold 

and meet the sky;/And throõ the field the road runs by/To many-towerõd Camelot 
ALFRED, Lord TENNYSON, The Lady of Shalott (1832) 

 

This year has not been easy for many farmers and growers. July was the driest 
month on record in our part of the country (see page 14) and, by the second week of      
August, when some areas had gone 50 days without rain, farming bodies were 
warning of shortages. So much for the òsoft refreshing rainó in the Harvest hymn 
translated from German by Jane Montgomery Campbell in 1861 and known to us 
as We plough the fields, and scatter (With Cheerful Voice 17, 9/22). 
 

Harvest, originally hærfest, was an Anglo-Saxon word for the season we now call 
autumn (Our Word 24, AC&CN 10/18). It has the same root as the Latin carpere, 
ôto pluckõ, and the Greek, karpos, meaning ôfruitõ. For many centuries, the season 
was reckoned from Lammas (Hlafmasse, or ôloaf-massõ) on 1 August (AC&CN, 7/16 

& 8/20), to the end of October, when, in parts of the British Isles, the 
Celtic festival Samhain was the precursor of Halloweõen, the eerie 
eve of All Hallowsõ (All Saintsõ) on 1 November, then regarded as 
the start of winter (AC&CN 10/24). In 1755 Dr Samuel Johnson    
defined autumn as the months of August, September and October. 
 

ôAutumnõ came into English, via Norman French, from the Latin      
autumnus (Our Word 54, 9/22) and, by about the 16th century, had largely displaced 
ôharvestõ as the term for the season. (It was around then that the descriptive ôfallõ, 
essentially the opposite of ôspringõ, came into use, but, after being exported to 
America, it lost ground in its homeland, despite its excellent credentials.)         
Meanwhile, ôharvestõ gradually acquired its modern sense of gathering crops and 
was applied more to the two-month period from Lammas, when loaves baked with 
new corn were blessed, to Michaelmas, the Feast of St Michael & All Angels , on              
29 September. The term ôharvest homeõ, which can be traced to the late 15th       
century, conveyed a sense of bringing home and celebrating the harvest, a practice            
preserved in the best known seasonal hymn of English origin, òCome, ye thankful 
people, come,/Raise the song of harvest-home!ó (Revd Henry Alford, 1844) (WCV1, 
10/20). By the 16th century, it seems to have been almost obligatory for farmers to 
lay on a harvest supper for workers and local dignitaries (Ronald Hutton, 1994).  
 

Harvest rituals and celebrations have existed for as long as humans have cultivated 
crops. Various seasonal rites were recorded in the Old Testament: for example, in 
Leviticus, that of waving the first sheaf of grain before God and, after 50 days,     
presenting a further offering (23:15-16). The Romans worshipped Ceres, the      
goddess of agriculture and fertility (hence ôcerealõ), and would sprinkle grain on 
sacrificial animals (Country Life, 12 August), while, in Britain, corn dollies, which 
are still often placed in churches, were crafted from the last sheaf in order to          
preserve, until the following spring, the spirit of the field (known in Hertfordshire 
as òthe Mareó) (AC&CN 9/24). For centuries apples were prominent among other            
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autumnal symbols, but have now widely been displaced by pumpkins or other 
gourds (AC&CN 10/24) (though apple spiced latte is expected to be promoted by 
chic cafés this year.) In the West Country, young women would arrange crab apples 
to spell the initials of prospective suitors and then, on Old Michaelmas Day (10 
October)*, identify those in best condition as an indicator of whom they should    
marry (Mavis Budd, 1983). Three weeks later, activities at Halloweõen (until the 
later 20th century, confined mostly to Northern England and the Celtic fringes, as 
well as North America) included ôBob Appleõ and other games; and there was an old 
wivesõ tale that eating an apple at midnight would bring good health. During        
All Soulstide (the days around All Soulsõ Day on 2 November), children went 
around singing for apples (òSoul, Soul, for an apple or two,/If youõve got no apples, 
pears will doó: Iona & Peter Opie, The Lore and Language of  Schoolchildren, 1959), a 
concept that had much in common with the now largely obsolete ôPenny for the 
Guyõ in the run up to Guy Fawkesõ Night (5 November) or ôtrick or treatõ at       
Halloweõen. At Christmas or Twelfth Night (5/6 January), mulled cider was part of  
wassailing, a tradition which sought to ensure plenty of apples in the coming year 
(The Collect 51, 12/21). With widespread loss of fruit this July as trees channelled 
their water reserves to their roots (Will Hosie, Country Life, 19 August), it would be 
no surprise if cider makers started rummaging around for their old wassail bowls. 
 

This yearõs combined Harvest Festival and Pet Blessing at St Peterõs is on                 
4 October, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, known for his patronage of animals 
(AC&CN 9/24 & 9/25). It was around Michaelmas that modern harvest festivals 
started to be held in the mid-19th century, although, in America, Thanksgiving 
Day, to mark the Pilgrim Fathersõ first harvest (including shellfish) in 1621, had 
long been established on the fourth Thursday in November. The first such festival 
in England is generally attributed to the Revd Robert Hawker (1803-75), the     
eccentric Vicar of Morwenstow, Cornwall, who often wore a pink fez and a yellow 
poncho and, for a while, ate nothing but clotted cream (AC&CN 10/18 & Six        
Degrees of Separation 53, 10/21) He invited his parishoners, on 1 October 1843, to 
ògather together in the chancel of our church, and there receive, in the bread of the 
new corn, that blessed sacrament which was ordained to strengthen and refresh our 
soulsó. Alfordõs hymn was published the following year and such services began to 
spread, as perhaps they needed to, not so much for thanksgiving as to pray for relief 
from a series of very bad harvests. The 1840s became known as the ôhungry fortiesõ 
and the potato famine in Ireland was especially serious. In 1846, the repeal of the 
protectionist Corn Laws, which divided political opinion rather as Brexit did 170 
years later (Anthony Seldon, Sunak at 10, 2026), made it easier to import cereals. 
Among other responses, Enosh Durant (c1768-1848), who founded St Peterõs,      
Arkley, helped to create òa special fund for the spiritual exigencies of                      
Irelandó (AC&CN 6/26), while Lady Palmerston (1787-1869), sister of one Prime 
Minster, Lord Melbourne, and wife of another, organised a glittering Irish Famine 
Ball, which raised £1,300 (Jehanne & Katie Wake, The Countess, 2026).  AQ  
 

* A remnant of moving the calendar 11 days forward in 1752 to align with the solar year. As noted, 
Michaelmas Day is on 29 September. 
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THE HARVEST GARDEN ~ Olives 
 

/ÌÉÖÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ɉ/ÌÅÁ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁɊ ÁÒÅ ÌÏ×-ÂÒÁÎÃÈÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÇÒÅÅÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÕÐ ÔÏ άΪ ÏÒ έΪÆÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÉÇÈÔȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ      
ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .ÅÁÒ %ÁÓÔȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅ ÉÎ 

ÐÏÏÒ ÏÒ ÒÏÃËÙ ÓÏÉÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÒÏÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÏÌÅÒÁÔÅȠ ÂÕÔ ÃÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÅÎ 
×ÉÄÅÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÃÏÎÑÕÉÓÔÁÄÏÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΫΰÔÈ     
ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆÔÅÎ ǨÏÕÒÉÓÈ ÉÎ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÆ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÏÌÏÎÇÅÄ ÃÏÌÄ ÏÒ ÆÒÏÓÔÓ ÂÅÌÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ɀαÜ# ɉΫβÜ&ɊȢ )Î ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟ ÏÌÉÖÅÓ ÔÈÒÉÖÅ ÏÎ 
ÓÕÎÓÈÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ×ÉÔÈÓÔÁÎÄ ÄÒÙ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÈÉÌÅȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÌÅÁÆ-ÄÒÏÐ ÄÏÅÓ 
ÏÃÃÕÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÔÈÅÒÙ ÆÏÌÉÁÇÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÉÔÓ ×ÁÙ ÂÁÃËȟ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÌÉËÅ Ȱ,ÁÍÍÁÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȱ 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÅÁÒÌÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ɉÓÅÅ !#Ǫ#. εȾΰίɊȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á    
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÌÉÖÅÓ ÇÒÏ×Î ÉÎ ÐÏÔÓȠ ÁÎÄȟ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÉÎ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÒÅÁÌÉÓÔÉÃȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÄÉÔÅÒÒÁÎÅÁÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÏÐÔÉÍÁÌ 
ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȟ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÔÅÎ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÕÓÅÆÕÌ ÏÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ɉ!#Ǫ#. ίήȾΰίɊȢ  
 

4ÈÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÂÅÁÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ ×ÈÉÔÅ ǨÏ×ÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÆÒÕÉÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÕÒÎÓ ÂÌÁÃË ×ÈÅÎ 
ÒÉÐÅÒȡ ÈÅÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÏÕÒ ɉÁÎÄ ÔÁÓÔÅɊ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÁÌÁÄÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÒÉÎËÓȟ ÁÓ ÁÎ      
ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÏËÉÎÇȟ ÏÒ ÉÎ ÓÁÕÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÔÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÐÅÓÔÏ ÏÒ ÔÁÐÅÎÁÄÅȢ 'ÒÅÅÎ      
ÏÌÉÖÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÐÉÃËÅÄ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÁÎÇÙ ÁÎÄ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÉÔÔÅÒȠ 
ÔÈÅ ÂÌÁÃË ÏÎÅÓȟ ÍÉÌÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÅÁÒÔÈÙȟ ÁÒÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
.Å× 9ÅÁÒȢ &ÏÒ ÕÐ×ÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ίȟΪΪΪ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÏÉÌ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÄÉÅÔÁÒÙ ÆÁÔ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ -ÅÄÉÔÅÒÒÁÎÅÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÕÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÎÅȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÓÔÁÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÍÁÎÙ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȢ Ȱ4ÈÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÙ ÃÏÁÓÔÓȟȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ 
$ÅÕÔÅÒÏÎÏÍÙ ɉάβȡήΪɊ ÐÕÔÓ ÉÔȠ ÁÎÄȟ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȟ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÕÓÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÏÉÌ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄȡ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÁÓ ÆÕÅÌ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÍÐÓ ɉ%ØÏÄÕÓ άαȡάΪɊȟ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÍÅÁÔ 
ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ɉ,ÅÖÉÔÉÃÕÓ άɊ ÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ËÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÓ ɉΫ 3ÁÍÕÅÌ ΫΰȡΫȠ %ØÏÄÕÓ 
άγȡαɊȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÏÉÌ ÈÁÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÈÁÉÒ ÓÈÉÎÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÏÉÓÔÅÎ ÓËÉÎ 
ɉ*ÏÈÎ -ÉÄÇÌÅÙȟ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ /ÌÉÖÅ /ÉÌȟ ΫγγάɊȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÖÅ 
ÇÒÁÉÎȟ ÈÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÕÔÅÎÓÉÌÓȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
ǨÏÏÄ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ 'ÅÎÅÓÉÓȟ .ÏÁÈ ÓÅÎÔ Á ÄÏÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÒË ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ 
×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÈÁÄ ÁÂÁÔÅÄȢ )Ô ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÒÅÓÈÌÙ ÐÌÕÃËÅÄ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÌÅÁÆ ɉβȡΫΫɊȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÁÎ 
ÏÌÉÖÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÏÒ Á ÍÅÔÁÐÈÏÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÏÒÙ       
ÇÅÓÔÕÒÅȢ )Î %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ ȬÏÌÉÖÅȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÏÉÌȭ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ,ÁÔÉÎ ÒÏÏÔȟ ÏÌÅÕÍȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ 
ÃÏÍÅÓ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÒÅÔÁÎ ÅÌÁÉ×Á ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÍÉÔÉÃ ÕÌÕȢ )Î ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ 2ÏÍÅȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÌÕÒÁÌ ÆÏÒÍȟ ÏÌÅÉȟ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÁÎ ȬÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȭ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÉÌ ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ×ÒÅÓÔÌÅÒÓ ɉ#ÉÃÅÒÏȟ 
ΫΪΰ-ήέ "#ɊȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ĕÒÄÏÂÁȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ )ÓÌÁÍ ÍÅÔ ÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
ÍÅÄÉÅÖÁÌ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÔÁËÅÓ ÉÔÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÒÔÅÂȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÈÏÅÎÉÃÉÁÎ ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȢ  
 

4ÈÅ -ÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ /ÌÉÖÅÓ ɉÏÒ /ÌÉÖÅÔɊ ÎÅÁÒ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÉÓÅÓ ÔÏ άȟαΪΪ ÆÔ ɉβάί ÍɊȟ ×ÁÓȟ 
ÎÅÅÄÌÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ ÏÎÃÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÌÉÖÅ ÔÒÅÅÓȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ #ÒÕÃÉǢØÉÏÎȟ ÈÉÓ ÂÅÔÒÁÙÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ ÏÆ 'ÅÔÈÓÅÍÁÎÅ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÓÌÏÐÅ ɉ-ÁÒË ΫήɊȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÃÔÓ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ɉΫȡγ-ΫάɊȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÏÕÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓÃÅÎÄÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ (ÅÁÖÅÎȢ  AQ 
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WE are very sorry to record the passing, on 4 June, of the 

Revd Cate Irvine (1970-2026), Vicar of our neighbouring 

parish of St Andrewõs, Totteridge. Cate had been at          

St Andrewõs since September 2023, having previously been 

Team Rector of Ouzel Valley in Bedfordshire. We extend 

our sympathy to Cateõs husband Brian and their two sons.   
 

THE 11th Bishop of St Albans , the Rt Revd Dr Andrew 

Rumsey (see AC&CN 6/26), took up the legal mantle of his 

post on 9 June. He is seen here with the Archbishop of Canterbury following         

confirmation of his election at St Mary-le-Bow in the 

City of London. Dr Rumsey will be installed as Bishop 

at St Albans Cathedral on 19 September, and one of 

his earlier commitments will be to license our new 

Vicar, the Revd Peter Cooper , at St Peterõs on      

22 October (page 4). This will be virtually ten years to 

the day since the licensing and installation, on 24      

October 2016, of the Revd Nick Wheeler, our Vicar 

until 2023. The 150th anniversary of Bishop Andrewõs 

new diocese is on 4 May next year.    
 

IN our Easter issue, William Stevens , a sergeant in 

the 4th Barnet Boysõ Brigade, looked ahead to his 

planned expedition to Mexico in July with other      

Brigade members. This had nothing to do with the 

World Cup, which was in progress there at the time 

(page 24), but did involve building a house for a      

family in need. William, shown below helping to         

render the property, has asked us to include the following message:  
 

òA huge thank you to all my supporters and 

sponsors for allowing me to go on this         

fantastic journey, and thank you to the Boysõ 

Brigade and the building charity Amor  for 

making this trip possible.ó 
 

Shortly before leaving for Mexico, William had 

received the Kingõs Badge, the highest award 

for members of the Boysõ Brigade. He was     

presented with this by Martin Russell, Deputy 

Lieutenant for the Borough of Barnet, at         

St Markõs, Barnet Vale on 14 June.  >> 
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>> GIVEN the meteorological extremes we have 

felt this summer, it seemed appropriate somehow 

that the fifth heatwave, in which the temperature 

topped 100ÜF, was interrupted in the early evening 

of 12 August by a partial eclipse of the sun. With 

about 91% coverage, this was the deepest eclipse 

seen in Arkley since the near total one in 1999. 

There will be much smaller ones on 2 August next 

year and 26 January 2028, but the next total eclipse 

visible in parts of the British Isles is not until 2090. 

MUCH has been said and written about the weather 

since we reported in our last issue a UK record 

temperature for May of 35.1ºC (95.1ºF). This was 

just after the Late May Bank Holiday weekend, the         

hottest on record, which saw the cancellation of the 

dog show, usually a highlight of the Arkley Fayre. 

2026 has since gone on to become the first year in 

which temperatures of over 30ºC were recorded in 

the UK in May, June and July (Sky News, 9 August); and, to that sequence, we shall 

have to add August. July in particular stood out. It was not only the driest and      

sunniest July on record across England as a whole, but the driest month in the 

south since records began in 1836 (Met Office, 8 August). Eventually rain did arrive 

for the August Bank Holiday weekend. The highest temperature of the summer was 

38.1ºC (100.6ºF) at Kew Gardens on 13 Augustñshort of the UK record of 40.3º 

(104.5º) in 2022, but the fifth hottest day ever recorded and the second time this 

year that 38º had been reached. The first, in Norfolk on 26 June, caused one      

journalist to reflect that a mere 38 hardly did justice to such extremity: 
 

I believe that only Fahrenheit conveys the true panic of our escalating weather. 

When we start hitting 38C, that is not going to feel like a two-digit temperature. 

Only by being able to tip over into triple figuresñò100Fóñcan we represent the 

Munch-like Scream of topless men é Crucially, for half the population, ò38Có means 

average bra size. Itõs reassuring (Caitlin Moran, Times Magazine, 11 July). 
 

IT is now fifty years since the famously hot and arid summer of 1976.                     

The top temperature that year, when most people in Britain did still think in        

Fahrenheit, was 96.6º (35.9º) on 3 July, the day that Björn Borg won his first of five 

successive Wimbledon singles titles. During the championships, many male         

spectators, typifying or not Munchõs celebrated painting, were òbare to the 

waistó (Dominic Sandbrook, Seasons in the Sun, 2012), while umpires were allowed 

to remove their blazers. Most meteorological benchmarks of 1976 have now been 

 

Left:  The eclipse from Goffs Oak and Hatfield (the 

latter captured with the simplest of pinhole cameras)  
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surpassed, but not all. For example, we may officially be in a drought, but, by mid 

July, this summer was already wetter than that of 1976, which, according to an       

observatory in Berkshire, had only nine days on which rainfall of over 1mm (0.4 

inches) was recorded (University of Reading, 10 July).   
 

IN the 17th century Barnet was a spa resort, visited by such notaries as the diarist 

Samuel Pepys (AC&CN 8/20). People may no longer come for the waters, but the 

springs are still here and so, despite the lack of rain, the water levels of the local 

Physic Well (open monthly to visitors until the winter: page 34) have remained 

largely constant (Barnet Society, 18 August). On Hadley Green, Joslinõs Pond, at the 

top end of the High Street, had no water by mid-Augustñjust a forlorn duck 

house. Yet the larger Brewery Pond, where the Hadley Brewery once stood, has 

continued to be filled by a spring, although not to the same extent as usual.        

Elsewhere in the country the level of some waterways has been so low that the 

Environment Agency has had to rescue fish. It carried out 38 such operations on 

two rivers in the West Midlands, while, on the Tarrant in Dorset, it moved 900 

brown trout (Country Life, 19 August). Stocks of salmon in the Wye and the Severn 

are said to be at the most depleted level ever recorded. 
   

NOTWITHSTANDING the sad circumstances, we were very pleased to welcome 

back to St Peterõs, in sweltering heat on 26 June, the Revd Mark Williams , our 

Vicar from 2002-9. Fr Mark was here to conduct the funeral of Val Wycherley; and 

it meant that, in the course of 2026, all four Vicars appointed since the Millennium 

have taken services in our church. The others are Tristan Chapman (now Team 

Rector, whose tribute to Val is on page 9), Nick Wheeler (who led our Easter 

morning Eucharist) and Cindy Kent (Vicar until mid January: page 27). Fr Peter will 

make it the Famous Five!  
 

WE are grateful to our lay reader Linda Sanders (page 5), the Revds Iain Lane, Hugh 

Wikner (page 7) and Brian Blackshaw, and our Churchwarden Rosemary Watkins, 

who have taken services during the present interregnum . There are always           

occasional hiccups during such periods; and one of these led to Iris Auburnõs      

stepping forward to lead our worship at about ten minutesõ notice. There has been          

a good deal of positive feedback 

regarding, in particular, the rapport 

built up with our visiting priests and 

the notable quality of their sermons. 
 

FINALLY, with Harvest Festival 

coming up, we are putting the clock 

back 15 years with this picture of 

Monica Shelbourn (left) and       

Jan Mabbett at our Harvest lunch 

in October 2011. Sadly we lost Jan four years ago, but her memory is preserved by 

the bench outside the West Door of the church.  AQ     
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 Church Notices 55 
 

òYouõre not the Messiah!ó cried a Tory MP as Andy Burnham signed on as 
a new MP. òJust a naughty boy?ó replied Our Andy, with a cheeky grin. 
And that, folks, is why Labour is betting he can raise them from the dead

1
 

ê Attending church in the countryside can be educational ê At the 12
th
 century 

Fawley Chapel, near Ross-on-Wye, a strong-voiced farmer marched up to read 
the first lesson, the section from Deuteronomy that relates the Ten               
Commandments. õThou shalt not kill,õ he bellowed, to general nods of assent. 
õNeither shalt thou admit adulteryõ

2
 ê [Reflecting on the pace of modern life] 

O, Lord, give me patience. And I want it now
3
 ê Unlike his predecessor      

[as vicar], whose vestments would have covered the entire Blackheath front row, 
Fr Nicholas is built more for opera stalls than scrums ê I am reminded of P G 
Wodehouseõs creation, the Revd Harold òStinkeró Pinker. [Despite] his innate 
clumsiness (Bertie Wooster says that Pinker is unable to walk across the Gobi 
desert without knocking something over), this fine example of muscular       
Christianity is awarded a living because the patronõs rugby club needs a prop 
forward and Stinker got a Blue at Oxford. Perhaps we should stick that in the 
parish profile

4
 ê When the i paper mistakenly called [former Prime          

Minister] Gordon Brownõs ultimate loyalist, Ed Balls, a òsenior Blairite      
figureó ê one actual Blairite saw the funny side. Lord Walney tweeted 
Luke 15:7: òThere will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to       
repentó

5
 ê The Daily Mail has issued hacks with an updated style book. Scribes 

are told to òavoid tabloidese, clich®s, jargon and newspaper-speakó. òMiraclesó 
are to be avoided (òleave these to Godó)

6
 ...  Tributes to the late Lord Mackay 

of Clashfern  [1927-7 July 2026] highlighted the former Lord Chancellorõs 
renowned frugality. Dame Sarah Mullally, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
recalled a Faculty of Advocates gathering where Mackay served òtea and 
toast, complete with a tiny pot of honeyó. One lawyer quietly                 
contemplated the jar before remarking: òI see Your Lordship keeps a beeó

7 

ê  For the past few years, I have reviewed the Edinburgh Fringe ê I always look 
forward to getting off the train at Waverley Station and making my way to the 
media office to collect a lanyard which reads òChurch Times Peter Graystone 
Revó. But there is no ontological change as I cross the Scottish border: òRevó is 
short for reviewer

8
 ê ROMAN KEMP: What was the name of the bandit        

released instead of Jesus? CONTESTANT: Ken9 
  
(1) Tim Stanley, Daily Telegraph, 22 June (òHeõs not the Messiah! Heõs a very naughty boy!ó: 

Monty Pythonõs Life of Brian, 1979); (2) The Oldie, August 2026; (3) Revd Hugh Wikner, St Peterõs, 
Arkley, 16 August; (4) Patrick Kidd (Churchwarden, All Saintsõ, Blackheath), Church Times, 12 June 

(Pinker first appeared in Wodehouseõs ôThe Code of the Woostersõ, 1938); (5) Times Diary, 4 July (Brown    

succeeded Sir Tony Blair in 2007. Balls, now a presenter of ITVõs ôGood Morning Britainõ, was a member of Brownõs 

Cabinet and a former adviser); (6) Private Eye, 21 August; (7) Times Diary, 11 July; (8) Peter Graystone 

(lay reader), Church Times, 7 August (ontology is the study of being); (9) The Finish Line (BBC1): Private 

Eye, ôDumb Britainõ, 21 August (Correct answer: Barabas)    

Iõm having piano lessons. I used to play by ear, but now I use my hands. 
 

Sounds of the 60s (Radio 2), 25 July 
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ñI was a great admirer of Rod Liddleôs sesquipedalianism. I shall miss consulting the 
dictionary halfway through his articles.ò (Letter, Sunday Times, 9 August) 

 

This was one of many reactions to the passing on 2 August, aged 66, of Rod Liddle, who had 
a weekly column in the Sunday Times and used to edit the Today programme on Radio 4.     
Liddle had the capacity to please, entertain, provoke and infuriate in pretty much equal      
measure; and he certainly had his detractors. However, he was also one of those writers, like 
Clive James (1939-2019) and Adrian (A A) Gill (1954-2016), who was the very reason some 
people bought a particular Sunday paper. In the words of another correspondent, a reader of 
the Sunday Times for 70 years, ñI can thank Rod Liddle for keeping me exercisedðwalking 
to my newsagents in eager anticipation é I couldnôt always agree with him but his articles 
were always thought-provoking and laced with humourò. 
 

So, what of sesquipedalianism, one of those long nouns, which like                      
antidisestablishmentarianism, is vaguely familiar, but gives the impression of having 
been invented for the sake of bandying it about? The corresponding adjective        
sesquipedalian describes a tendency to use very long words and thus is illustrative 
of itself. It can also be used of words or expressions that are long or ponderous, or 
somebody who uses them. A shorter form is sesquipedal, which, with perhaps a 
wry touch, Collinsô Dictionary states is used ñless commonlyò.  
 

Sesquipedalis verba, a Latin compound of sesqui (half as much again) and pedalis 
(of the foot) describing the noun verba (words), is generally attributed to the Roman 
poet Horace (65-8 BC), who used it to mock words that were inordinately long and             
pretentious (Ars Poetica, c19 BC). However, Julius Caesar (100-44 BC) had         
previously applied sesquipedalis to timber (tigna) and the poet Catullus (c84-54 BC) 
to ridicule someoneôs dentistry (dentes, teeth). The word came into English as 
ósesquipedalianô or ósesquipedalô in the mid 17

th
 century. The American Websterôs 

Dictionary gives 1656 for its first known use in relation to long vocabulary. A century 
later Dr Samuel Johnson (1755) defined both forms as ñcontaining a foot and a halfò 
and gave as a source Joseph Addison (1672-1719), co-founder of the Spectator, 
who used ósesquipedalô playfully, and sometimes as a noun, as in ñI am but a              
sesquipedal, having only six foot and a half of statureò (in a periodical called The 
Guardian unconnected to the present newspaper). óSesquipedalianismô, as a       
practice, has been dated by the Oxford English Dictionary to the 1860s (citing an 
article in the Saturday Review in 1863). In more recent times, the long-running 
Home Service (later Radio 4) panel game Many a Slip (presented by Roy Plomley, 
the creator of Desert Island Discs: see page 8) had a round in which the pursuits of 
a fictional lady called Mrs Sequipedalian were recounted with the use of often       
obscure or incorrect polysyllabic words (ie ones that could be regarded as                 
sesquipedalian). AQ    

OUR WORD 2016-2026        
74: sesquipedalian       

 

MAL AQ PROP LXCI  
 

I guess Iôm going to fade into Bolivian 
 

MIKE TYSON after losing his World Heavyweight Boxing title, June 2002   
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~ WITH CHEERFUL VOICE 38 ~  
 

ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE  
#ÏÍÍÏÎ 0ÒÁÉÓÅ βίαȠ (ÙÍÎÓ /ÌÄ Ǫ .Å× ίήβȠ (ÙÍÎÓ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ Ǫ -ÏÄÅÒÎ ɉΰήίαɊ δΰα 

 

4ÈÉÓ ÈÙÍÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÔ ÓÅÁ ×ÁÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ ΫβΰΪ ÂÙ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 7ÈÉÔÉÎÇ ɉΫβάί-αβɊȟ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ #ÈÏÉÒ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÓÁÌÍ ΫΪα 
ɉÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÖÅÒÓÅ άβȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÒÙ ÕÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÂÒÉÎÇÅÔÈ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÉÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÓȱɊ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ǢÎÁÌ ÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÒÅÆÒÁÉÎȟ  
Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÐÅÒÉÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÙÍÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÙÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ .ÁÖÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ΫγÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÓÕÎÇ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÏÔÁÐÈ ÉÎ 

,ÏÎÄÏÎ ÏÎ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ             
2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÙÁÌ !ÌÂÅÒÔ (ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȢ 7ÈÉÔÉÎÇȭÓ     
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ×ÏÒÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÄÉÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÙÍÎÓ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
-ÏÄÅÒÎ ɉΫβΰΫɊ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÒÅÖÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ 
 

4ÈÅ ÍÅÌÏÄÙ ÉÓ -ÅÌÉÔÁ ɉÔÈÅ 2ÏÍÁÎ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÏÒ -ÁÌÔÁȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌ ×ÁÓ 
ÓÈÉÐ×ÒÅÃËÅÄȡ !ÃÔÓ άα-άβɊȢ )ÔÓ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖÄ *ÏÈÎ "ÁÃÃÈÕÓ $ÙËÅÓ ɉΫβάέ-αΰɊȟ 
×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅØÔÒÁ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÔ ÁÔ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȢ (ÉÓ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÓ Á 
ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÉÎ $ÕÒÈÁÍȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÁÎÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÒÅÃÅÎÔÏÒȟ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌȟ ÁÎÄȟ ÆÒÏÍ Ϋβΰά ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȟ ÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 3Ô /Ó×ÁÌÄȭÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÂÁÎË ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ 2ÉÖÅÒ 7ÅÁÒȢ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÒ ÎÏÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÔÏÕÃÈ ÏÆ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÓÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÁÔÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÉÍÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ $ÙËÅÓȭ ÈÉÇÈ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÍÁÎÓÈÉÐ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÐÕÔ ÈÉÍ ÁÔ ÏÄÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
"ÉÓÈÏÐ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ "ÁÒÉÎÇȟ Á ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÆÕÓÁÌ ÔÏ ÌÉÃÅÎÃÅ Á ÃÕÒÁÔÅ ×ÈÏÍ 
$ÙËÅÓ ×ÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈ #ÏÕÒÔȢ $ÙËÅÓȭ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÙÍÎ ÔÕÎÅÓ 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÆÏÒ 0ÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÉÇÈÔȟ 4ÈÅ +ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÙ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ ÉÓ 
ÁÎÄ .ÅÁÒÅÒȟ ÍÙ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÏ 4ÈÅÅ ɉÒÅÐÕÔÅÄÌÙ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÏÎ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÉÔÁÎÉÃ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÁÎËɊȢ  AQ    

 

%ÔÅÒÎÁÌ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÁÖÅȟ 
×ÈÏÓÅ ÁÒÍ ÈÁÔÈ ÂÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÌÅÓÓ ×ÁÖÅȟ 
×ÈÏ ÂÉÄÄȭÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÇÈÔÙ ÏÃÅÁÎ ÄÅÅÐ 
ÉÔÓ Ï×Î ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ËÅÅÐȡ 

/ ÈÅÁÒ ÕÓ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÃÒÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÅ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÐÅÒÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȢ 

 

/ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÈÅÁÒÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÈÕÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÙ ×ÏÒÄȟ 
×ÈÏ ×ÁÌËÅÄÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÁÍÉÎÇ ÄÅÅÐȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÍ ÁÍÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÍ ÄÉÄÓÔ ÓÌÅÅÐȡ 
 

ɏÖÅÒÓÅ β ÏÆ βɐ / 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÏ×ÅÒȟ 
ÏÕÒ ÂÒÅÔÈÒÅÎ ÓÈÉÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÄÁÎÇÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÒȠ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÒÏÃË ÁÎÄ ÔÅÍÐÅÓÔȟ ǢÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÅȟ 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÈÅÒÅÓÏÅȭÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÏȡ 

ÔÈÕÓ ÅÖÅÒÍÏÒÅ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÒÉÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÅ 
ÇÌÁÄ ÈÙÍÎÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÁȢ  
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POETSõ CORNER 7 
 

Today we have naming of parts. Yesterday, 
We had daily cleaning. And tomorrow morning,  
We shall have what to do after firing. But today,  

Today we have naming of parts. Japonica 
Glistens like coral in all of the neighbouring gardens,  

And today we have naming of parts. 
 

This is the lower sling swivel. And this  
Is the upper sling swivel, whose use you will see, 

When you are given your slings. And this is the piling swivel,  
Which in your case you have not got. The branches 
Hold in the gardens their silent, eloquent gestures, 

Which in our case we have not got. 
 

HENRY REED (1914-86) 
from Lessons of War: 1. Naming of Parts (1946) 

 

St Peterõs, Arkley 
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LEARNING THE UKELELE  
 

A short story by Janet Smith  
 

Samôs latest house-clearance haul had been productive - an art deco lampshade,          
a Victorian stuffed monkey and a Hawaiian ukulele made in the 1920s, still in its 
case - the belongings of someone with an eclectic mind, but who left behind no-one 
that cared enough to keep them. The thought stirred up ideas that Sam preferred not 
to dwell on. 
 

     Sam lived above his bric- -̈brac shop in a flat that was full, although he still      
lusted after fresh treasures. The amber coloured lampshade was exquisite, but went 
straight into the shopwindow with a hefty price tag to put off           
time-wasters. The monkey joined his collection of stuffed creatures 
which had their own section and enjoyed a surprisingly brisk turnover. 
 

       He placed the ukulele on a shelf high above the counter, so that 
anyone who was interested would have to ask him first. The case was 
made of dark wood, unmarked, as if the instrument had never been 
played. 
 

      óThe lampshadeôs lovely. Iôll buy it before anyone else does.ô It 
was the lady who often visited the shop, just looking. Up close, she 
possessed the fine, faded beauty of some of the objects on display. 
 

      óItôll take a while to wrap.ô  
 

      She had already wandered off, reappearing with the monkey. óAnd this will be 
perfect for our next am-dram play. About a big game hunter who has a breakdown. 
But can I rent it? After all, what else can you do with a stuffed monkey?ô 
 

      They both laughed. óWell, just this once. For you.ô 
 

      After sheôd gone, promising to return the monkey after the playôs final             
performance, he looked up at the ukulele. Heôd read it was easy to play, and that 
learning an instrument rejuvenated the brain. Fresh blood surged through him. He 
reached up and took it down.  AQ  

 

Our Christmas service of lessons 

and carols at St Peterõs is on       

Sunday 20 December at 6.30 pm 
 
If you would like to sing in the choir, please 

contact our organist Gill del Bravo (see 

page 2). Rehearsals on Sunday afternoons, 

which last about an hour, are expected to 

begin in early November.  
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This is the vicarage built to the west of St Peterõs when Arkley was created a parish 

in 1905. It is now a private residence. The clerical figure by the door is most likely 

the Revd John Tinson Wrenford (1856-1932), our first Vicar from 1905-21, who had 

been curate in charge since 1903.   

ARKLEY      IN  VIEW  


